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View from The Chair
The end of our 30th anniversary year is fast approaching. It was great at the AGM,
and in the Spring newsletter, to take time to reflect on the origins of NWFG and
also to acknowledge all the many contributions made by individuals throughout
the years which have helped build the society we have today.
What a very busy year it has been, too. We've welcomed new members on our
recording forays, acquired more followers on Facebook, delivered more public
events than previously, recorded at several new sites and held two microscope
workshops (beginners and intermediates).
NWFG has also continued to donate copies of the children's book “Humongous
Fungus” by Wenjia Tang and Lynne Boddy to primary schools throughout our
region which have been gratefully received. It’s hoped that they may inspire an
interest in fungi amongst those younger generations. You can read about Anne
Horne’s experience of donating one of the books to a school near her, on page 14.
The Keswick weekend went ahead as planned in October despite attendee num-
bers being somewhat down on previous years. We were pleased to welcome
several of the Isle of Man group and they have very generously extended us an
invitation to visit them in 2025. I hope a number of us will be able to take that up.
Sadly the Committee has agreed that 2024 will be our last visit to the Keswick
centre. Falling numbers and rising prices mean that the cost to NWFG can no
longer be justified. However, we were able to finish on a high note. In the run up
to the weekend we had been in touch with the project lead for the establishment
of the new Borrowdale Temperate Rainforest NNR, Jade Allen (NT). With her
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Editorial
Just where has this year gone; almost Christmas already! It has been a cool
summer with a lot of rain later this year. My beginner’s foray at Wigg Island in
October was particularly wet as was the foray at Lytham Hall in September. This
issue of the newsletter includes reports of four forays held during the year. Tony
Carter came across a very interesting smut fungus just outside his back door a
sample of which has been deposited in the Fungarium at Kew. Part of the remit of
the NWFG is to provide information and talks about fungi to interested organisa-
tions including schools. Anne Horne gives an account of her presentation of two
child-friendly books on fungi donated by the NWFG to her local primary school.
Special thanks to Mike Walton for typesetting and sending out the newsletter.
Articles can be submitted to me by email. Pictures to accompany articles are very
welcome preferably sent as separate attachments. Please note that it is important
to show due diligence when including any photographs (or other material) that
have not been taken by yourself by getting permission and including the name of
the photographer (or copyright holder) so that due credit can be given in the
newsletter. Photographs of fungi will only be included if they are referenced in
the text of the article.
Paul F. Hamlyn

agreement, and support, several sites within the NNR were visited and this has
enabled us to provide her with fungal records which will help inform the manage-
ment of the NNR. I hope we’ll still be able to maintain that relationship going
forward.
Thirty years on, our society is doing well. However, we cannot become compla-
cent. The future is not without its challenges. DNA sequencing is leading to the
re-organisation of existing genera, and there are new genera and species emerging
for us to learn to identify. There is now also a much greater interest in fungal
records on the part of conservation organisations. We have seen this in 2024 with
requests from several of our regions’ Local Nature Recovery Strategy Teams.
This is good news as it means that the ecological significance of fungi is being
increasingly recognised.
All in all, it’s an exciting time to be involved in Field Mycology and we look
forward to seeing many of you in 2025 on the forays that John Watt is organising.
As always, the Committee is keen to hear from anyone who would like to join us
to help with the running of NWFG. You do not need any specific skills, but rather
an enthusiasm for the society and fungi. If you are interested, but would first like
to know more, you can get in touch with any committee member.
Looking forward to a busy 2025!
Jeanette Maddy
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Wrong then right - a smutty story
Tony Carter

Outside my back door is a clump of variegated ornamental grass that I inherited
when I bought my house. When it dies back for winter, I dry it and use it in
summer to put under my strawberries. I believed it to be a Holcus. This proved to
be wrong. This year, I noticed that the seed heads appeared darker than usual.
When I picked one, black seeds fell out. Perhaps a Claviceps? Wrong again.
I put some under a microscope. Lo and behold, fungal spores that fitted a smut.
Checking Ellis & Ellis, my spores were too small for Tilletia holci (Holcus Smut).
I asked Debbie Evans for assistance and suggestions. Her response was that I
check the identity of the host as the spore size I quoted fitted a smut on Phalaris
(Reed Canary Grass).
Using my mycologist expertise about grasses, I contacted Peter Gateley of
Liverpool Botanical Society. He agreed with Debbie. It is a variegated form of
Phalaris arundinacea sold under the name Gardener’s Garters. Armed with this
information and Debbie’s input, I was able to identify the smut as Tilletia menieri.
I checked through the Fungal Records Database from 1900 onwards and have
found only eight records. But as Debbie points out, ‘it is difficult to assess how
rare it is as there are few nerds like us who would notice and even fewer who
would bother to record them.’
(Editor’s note: Subsequently Dr Paul F. Cannon, Senior Research Leader at
Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew has agreed to make images and description from a
specimen sent by Tony for the FGBI website and then keep a sample in the
Fungarium at Kew that contains specimens from every part of the globe.)
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Rough Piece Wood, Dobs Hill, 28 July 2024
John Ratcliffe (Ratty)

The recce did not bode well; two cap and stem mushrooms and a couple of
brackets, hardly surprising considering the time of year and dry summer condi-
tions, however despite the poor outlook it was a pleasant surprise to see such a
good turnout, seventeen in all with several new faces.
These woods are part of the Hawarden Estate and comprise a mixed plantation of
mature Oak, Ash, Beech, Sweet Chestnut, Cherry, Pine and Sycamore, the main
drawback at this time of year being the tangled understory of Bramble making it
difficult to access interesting areas away from the main paths.
Nevertheless, we soon began finding stuff, Clive as usual quick to find several
Rusts, two on Bramble and one on Enchanter’s Nightshade, Steve following with
one on Willowherb. Karen then found our first agaric (cap and stem mushroom),
a Shield, later identified by both Tim and Jeanette as Pluteus cervinus (Deer
Shield).
This was the first of ten agarics including Wood Woollyfoot (with a woolly stem
base), Glistening Inkcap (with a glittering cap), Sulphur Tuft (with sulphur-
coloured gills), Stinkhorn (immature “egg” found by Lester), Common and
Bulbous Bonnets and Pale Brittlestem (identified with microscopy by Tim and
Jeanette) and Chanterelle (Adrian).
We found twelve Rusts on Enchanter’s
Nightshade, Bramble, Willowherb,  Goat
Willow, Sycamore, Herb Robert, Coltsfoot,
Dock, Hawthorn and Creeping Buttercup,
several of which were taken home for micro-
scopy by Steve. (Spores of Ramularia sim-
plex on Creeping buttercup right)

We also found ten Crusts and Brackets,
two of which, Mycoacia uda (left) and
Scopuloides rimosa were not reliably
identifiable in the field and were taken
home to be checked under the micro-
scope by Jeanette.
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Jeanette was also able to identify the least
common of the two Earthballs we found,
Scleroderma areolatum (Leopard Earth-
ball) which is covered in Leopard-like
ringed spots. (Photo of spores - right).
The grand total was 49 species which when
one considers the time of year and dry
conditions is a remarkable achievement.
We enjoyed a beautiful sunny day, had
lunch with a view of the whole of Cheshire
in the company of a lively, enthusiastic, and cheerful group and even managed a
pint in the local pub to round it off.
Many thanks to everyone who came, especially Jeanette, Tim and Steve for their
microscopy and of course to my co-leader Clive for his expertise and support.

Moor Piece, 18 August 2024
Irene Ridge

Thirteen intrepid forayers braved the rough paths and boggy bits of Moor Piece
Nature Reserve – and it was well worth it for fungi. Even the weather was kind (it
did not rain). Altogether 58 fungi were identified on this wet, acid site of mostly
mixed woodland with birch and conifers dominating much of it. There were some
very interesting finds too. One of our newer members, Colin
Douall, re-found the famous Phallus duplicatus (right), the
stinkhorn-with-a-skirt which now has a common name:
Flasher. It was found at this site a few years ago (new to
Britain then) and reappeared in almost the same spot for a
few years then seemed to disappear. So, finding it at the
same spot this year was something special. It seems to occur
world-wide but the great majority of records are from NE
North America.
Two slime molds were sent by John Watt to our ex-Presi-
dent, Bruce Ing who identified them as Lycogala conicum
(on moss) and Lycogala exiguum (on bark): both are uncom-
mon and L. conicum is said to be an indicator of ancient
woodland – which Moor Piece is not.
Other interesting finds were Trinacrium robustum, an asco-
mycete first reported in 1989 in Taiwan: Steve Hurley identified this on an oak
leaf whilst looking for mildews. Peter del Struther found a minute whitish thing,
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suspected it was a fungus infecting something
and passed it to Denis Lambert who managed
to track it down: Gibbellula arachnophila
(right) parasitizing a spider.
There were, however, a conspicuous lack of
some fungi commonly recorded at this site:
none of the Sphagnum specialists, few Inocybe
(Fibrecaps) and few boletes, especially a com-
plete lack of Leccinum species. Moor Piece is a
large site and possibly we needed to range
more widely to find a truly representative list
of species. Altogether a good day for fungi and
enjoyed by all.

John Watt
Irene leads the group around this site most years, and despite a certain lack of rain
elsewhere, the deep sphagnum moss indicates high moisture and we found a total
of 57 species.
The highlight of this foray must be the finding for
the 4th time over the years of Phallus duplicatus,
which has only been recorded in Britain at this
site. Also, a very interesting, and an easily over-
looked Ascomycete parasitic on spiders, was the
Gibellula arachnophila found and identified by
Denis Lambert, with only one other UK record.
But not content with these, Steve Hurley in look-
ing for Oak Leaf Mildew found a weird aquatic
ascomycete called Trinacium robustum (right)
verified by Marcel Patino, referencing a Hungar-
ian research paper.
Next in order of recorded frequency in UK were
a couple of myxomycetes, the first found by Julie, the second by George. They
look similar but the first was on birch bark, the second on moss. John took these
home and shared the microphotographs with Professor Bruce Ing, who asked me
to forward the specimens to himself. They turned out to be different species in the
genus Lycogala, L. conicum and L. exiguum, with 17 and 18 records respectively.
He is sending the voucher specimens on to Edinburgh Botanic Gardens.
Irene identified a small wood inhabiting group in the field as a Galerina species,
and confirmed them as G. cinctula, with 32 records on FRDBI. She found Inocybe
proximella once again (64 records) and Tim’s Entoloma longistriatum var. sarcit-
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ulum not far off with 69 records. The brownish capped Amanita regalis used to be
regarded as a variant of muscaria, so the recorded frequency may be misleading
but nevertheless a nice find. We found several Russula species, and were a bit
confused by the positive guaiac reaction of Russula claroflava, but Colin ascer-
tained that in this species at least, this response can be variable. Other species of
Russula were R. betularum, R. fellea, R. sororia and maybe R. ochroleuca.
Finally, worth mentioning that perhaps the most abundant and Pine associated
fungus was the deadly poisonous Cortinarius orellanoides (below), which I
personally had not seen before.

A most enjoyable session.

Wigg Island, 20 October 2024
Paul F. Hamlyn

Wigg Island consists of just over 50 acres of reclaimed industrial land with good
footpaths and some picnic tables. The site was acquired by Halton Borough
Council in 1998 and turned into a local nature reserve and community park
popular with bird watchers and dog walkers. A Grade II listed swing bridge built
in 1894 allows access across the Manchester Ship Canal. There is ample parking
on site. Habitats include managed grassland and areas of woodland which include
alder, beech, birch, elder, hawthorn, hazel, oak and willow trees. There is also a
Troll Trail with wooden carvings and even some larger-than-life fungi art sculp-
tures made from metal and resin. I first visited the site in September 2023 and it



North West Fungus Group - Autumn 2024 Page No. 9

looked to be promising enough to come back again this year for our annual
beginner’s foray.
Despite the very bad weather forecast for Sunday the beginner’s foray at Wigg
Island went ahead. Only two beginners turned up, Vanessa and Louise not
members but had read about the event on Facebook. I waited for 20 minutes after
the 10:30 start time then set off with two eager and all weather equipped begin-
ners. Shortly afterwards, Clive also joined us. Most of our experts including John
Watt were away at the Keswick residential weekend foray.
It was a good foray and with the assistance of Clive we identified 47 species. It
rained all morning and early afternoon. Fortunately, I had a Rite in the Rain all
weather notebook and a pencil with me so could take plenty of notes. The
downside was that with me wearing a pair of Wellies for over 4 hours I ended up
with a nasty blister on my left heal. We found an incredible number of Helvella
crispa (White Saddle) all over the place and several young specimens of Agaricus
arvensis (Horse Mushroom). Agaricus xanthodermus (Yellow Stainer) was also
found so you need to be cautious if collecting for edibles. I had briefly visited
Wigg Island the previous Sunday and there was probably even more around then
but I did not have the time to do a proper survey. However, I did take some
pictures of species that were still around on the day of the beginner’s foray when
there was too much rain to risk getting my camera out. For example, there was
Cortinarius subbalaustinus (Kibby and Tortelli, page 113) found growing in rings
on grass with Betula that I painstakingly keyed out at home and confirmed by
Clive on the day. Nearby there were many fruit bodies of Coprinopsis atramen-
taria (Common Inkcap) growing on a dead stump.
Other finds included two nice specimens of Calvatia gigantea (Giant Puffball),
Geastrum triplex (Collared Earthstar) and some very large fruiting bodies of
Infundibulicybe geotropa (Trooping Funnel). I had found Lactarius glyciosmus
(Coconut Milkcap) the previous week and fresh fruit bodies were still growing at
the same place so the beginners were able to experience its distinctive smell of
coconut. Soon after Clive came across Lactarius pyrogalus (Fiery Milkcap). Taste
that he said to our two beginners. So, they experienced a mycological baptism of
fire as well. The slime mould Lycogala epidendrum (Wolf’s Milk) was also
recorded. All our findings were in the woodland areas or associated with living
trees and dead wood. There was nothing we could find in the managed grassland
areas. Walking paths had been cut through the grass but most of it was quite long.
I still think Wigg Island is a good place for beginner forays with several advantag-
es over the now neglected Moore site not far away. The main issue is finding it. I
did a virtual trip on Google maps beforehand to make sure that I could get there
without taking a wrong turning. Clive used his satnav and ended up going over
the toll bridge a rather costly mistake. Many thanks again to Clive for coming
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along. I would not have been able to either find or record all the species if he had
not been with me and I am very grateful for his help. Our two beginners were
extremely impressed with the range of fungi found and identified in the field and
hopefully may join our Group.

Cortinarius subbalaustinus found                Coprinopsis atramentaria
growing in rings with Betula                        growing on a dead stump

Lytham Hall, 15 September 2024
Anne Horne

It was on a very wet and soggy day,
(flanked on Saturday and Monday by
fine weather!) that Max and I were the
designated co-leaders at Lytham Hall,
the ancestral home of the Clifton fami-
ly, on the Fylde coast, (Lancashire),
surrounded by beautiful and extensive
grounds encompassing both parkland
and woodland.
I arrived early to meet and greet our

fellow-forayers as they arrived for the last summer foray of 2024.  Max had
managed to negotiate for members to pay the minimum car parking payment of
£1.50 (good news), whilst I had produced a NWFG concession slip to be dis-
played on dashboards, exempting members from incurring additional parking
charges.
In practical terms, we felt it was a good idea to have two co-leaders, as one person
could lead the group (Max) and the other person (yours truly) can do the recording
– as it is difficult trying to juggle the two roles in one. Despite inclement weather,
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it was very encouraging when seventeen people turned out to brave the weather
and join forces to see just what out there.  We were not disappointed either.

The youngest member of the group was
James, the nine-year-old grandson of long
standing NWFG members Sol and Elsie
Photiou.  Straightaway, this eagle-eyed
young man found some Trametes versi-
color (Turkeytail - left) and came shoot-
ing over to tell me.  Needless to say, his
enthusiasm never wavered throughout the
entire foray and by the time we had fin-
ished, James (with maybe a spot of guid-
ance) had found no less than thirteen
species.  Well done, James brilliant work
from our youngest mycologist.  Keep up

the splendid work and tell all your school friends about it too James, as it is the
youngsters of today who may become the mycologists of tomorrow.
It was also good to see some faces return that we had not seen in a while too.  We
also gave a warm welcome to two new
members, Pam and Ian McInnes, (from
Lancaster) who joined us on their first
foray with the NWFG.  As to be expect-
ed, sizes and diversity of fungi ranged
considerably, from a large Meripilus
giganteus (Giant / Blackening Polypore
right) found close to the Hall at the base
of a large Fagus (Beech) stump through
to several tiny, white Mycenas, some
barely visible to the naked eye, which
Irene took away for further observations
and microscopy.

A young Russula nobilis (Beechwood Sickener) was
spotted by Ratty under Fagus (Beech).  This distinctive
red capped Brittlegilled mushroom is mycorrhizal with
Fagus.  Its vernacular name is self-explanatory…
(Continued over page)



Page No. 12 North West Fungus Group - Autumn 2024

Helen Allen was very pleased to have seen
a “first”, namely: Amanita phalloides
(Death Cap - left), identified by Irene;
with a greenish cap and a very distinctive
clear volva at the base. 
Note of interest…  As I currently write
this report (from Jersey), three people, in
separate incidents, became seriously ill
after being taken to the main hospital in
the capital of St. Helier last week suffering
from Death Cap poi-
soning!
George spotted a tall
(8” / 20cm tall)
Hymenopellis radicata

(Rooting Shank – right) in the parkland close to a large tree
stump.  It has a little “root”.  This is a common UK species.  A
few were growing together with several deciduous trees in the
vicinity.

Helen found Russula solaris
(Sunny Brittlegill – left) under
Fagus (Beech) and
Russula atropurpurea (Purple
Brittlegill). Watty tested the
stipe of R. solaris with guaiac
and FeS04 (Iron(II) sulphate /
Ferrous sulphate), then took
the specimen home for microscopic examination.
He reported that the mushroom had a pale cap
with an ochre centre; striate margin; peeled to
half-way down the cap; tasted slowly acrid and
had a cream spore print.  Pileocystidia were long;
septate dermatocystidia were 6.5�m wide.
Clive, Ratty, Watty, Tim, Steve and Irene were

the chief identifiers in the field with contributions from many others too.  Twenty-
four species were taken home for microscopy, by Watty, Tim, Ratty, Steve, Irene
(and just one from myself).
Tim took home a Hebeloma, which was found under Tilia (Lime) by Ratty.  Tim
said that it did not key out for certain (in B&K), but in Funga Nordica, it was
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closest to Hebeloma fragilipes a scarce
species, that very closely resembled our
collection in images on the Web, but he
was unable to find thickenings in the walls
of cystidia, (right) which would have pro-
vided confirmation of H. fragilipes.
The relentless rain inevitably resulted in
an early finish, but nevertheless, we man-
aged to find over sixty species of fungi,

which was very satisfying - as at first
glance, it did not look as though we
were going to find much at all.  I was
surprised that so many people stayed
as long as they did, but we are a
stoical lot!  Nevertheless, shortly after
dinner, Max and I decided to call a
halt to the foray and despite our wa-
terproofs, some of us were getting
pretty soaked.  Also, the “Stay dry”
recording sheets were in fact, any-

thing but dry; the ink had begun to run and they were in danger of disintegrating
completely!

As I was going back to the car, I suddenly
spotted, on grass, close to the road edge and
not far from the Dove cote, what was to be the
last entry on the day’s record sheet.  It was the
unmistakeable Coprinus comatus (Shaggy
Inkcap), a common species usually found on
soil, grass and waste areas.  The smaller of the
two was struggling to stay upright, as though
it had had enough of the rain, and the taller of
the two was showing signs of deliquescing.
We knew how they felt!
I recently read that the ink from this species
was used to write the Magna Carta which I
thought was quite interesting.  Merlin Shel-
drake also used it to produce the illustrations
in his fabulous book “Entangled Life”.
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NWFG Book Presentations to Newton Bluecoat
Primary School

Anne Horne
Towards the end of the summer term, 2024, I was delighted to present two books,
kindly donated by the NWFG, to the Key Stage 2 pupils at Newton Bluecoat C of
E Primary School – a rural village school of 220+ children, serving the Parish of
Lund (Newton, Clifton and Salwick) in the heart of the Fylde, Lancashire.
I have many links with this school, which was attended by my mother, myself and
my children.  My father taught there for over a decade, teaching two of my three
children before he retired.  For a couple of years, I also taught Science there,
across Key Stages 1 and 2, just one day a week, which was great fun!  As I was a
previous secondary Science teacher and my husband was a secondary Head of
Science, I was in the fortunate position to be able to borrow a wealth of equip-
ment, not normally accessible in a Primary school, which was great!
Now that I have retired, I volunteer at the school just one
morning a week and it is always a joy to work with the
children at this lovely rural school.
The books I presented were the fabulously illustrated
and child-friendly “Humongous Fungus” written by Pro-
fessor Lynne Boddy and Eben’s world of Fantastic Fun-
gi – another terrific and inspirational little book which
was written by ten-year-old Eben Grant, who lives in
Devon.  Amazingly, this was Eben’s second book on
mushrooms and a very encouraging foreword was writ-
ten by our very own Ali McKernan aka “Mr Fun-guy!”.
Ali has an amazing rapport with youngsters and has undertaken several outreach
projects in the North-west (as well as in his own school).

To set the scene, I showed the children a short
interactive Powerpoint slide presentation I had
prepared to raise awareness and understanding
of what a fungus is and the crucial role fungi
play have played in our world since the dawn of
time. I began by showing them a slide of the
inside cover of Lynne’s book (opposite top) and
asked them to see if they could work out what
the presentation was going to be about.  Not
surprisingly, Year 5 (ten-year-olds) were onto it
straightaway.  They have seen the little pin
badges of fungi I wear around school, which
have already provoked several discussions.
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The next question was: “So… What is a fun-
gus?”  Lots of lively Qu’s and A’s emerged, that
led us nicely into the five basic Kingdoms of life
forms; Animals, Plants, Fungi, Protists and Bac-
teria (as laid out in the Key Stage 2 Science
National curriculum).  Children eagerly volun-
teered to come forward to help with modelling
representations of these five basic Kingdoms;
and being a Church of England school, all these
kingdoms were placed under the general um-
brella title of “God’s Kingdom”.
The main focus of the presentation was on the
“weird and wonderful world of fungi”,

so I talked a little about the author of Hu-
mongous Fungus; Lynne Boddy; who she
was and how she came to be interested in
fungi.  We looked at key words and dis-
cussed what they meant before moving on to
a selection of the main points in Lynne’s
book; basic fungal anatomy and types (with
models); the emergence and role of fungi
over millions of years; “the greening of the
earth” and how the impressive 9m tall proto-
taxite fungi ruled

the earth some 400 million years ago – long
before the dinosaurs!  I explained that nowa-
days we have a much greater understanding
of the vital roles and relationships fungi have
with other life forms – and, just as in the
movies, there are goodies and baddies.  The
children then enjoyed an interactive session
showing pictures of local fungi in and around
the village and at our local churchyard of St.
John the Evangelist at Lund; but…were they
“friends” or “foes”?
I explained that although fungi have been
around for millions of years, mycology is a
relatively new science and that fungi were

Professor Lynne Boddy



Page No. 16 North West Fungus Group - Autumn 2024

only recognised as having a Kingdom in their own right as recently as 1969.  The
children were very interested to learn about the impact fungi has on our lives and
in the world around them; how fungi hold the key to so many exciting discoveries
– yet to be revealed.  We learnt how Alexander Fleming “discovered” penicillin
in 1928 and the millions of lives that have been saved because of this discovery;
that a “plastic devouring” fungus has been discovered in Japan and how important
medicines to help cure nasty diseases are being developed from fungi.
The children were asked to imagine a world without beer, wine, bread, cheese, soy
sauce, penicillin and other important medicines - just a few examples that simply
couldn’t exist without fungi!
It was good to learn that
the school had a simple
monocular microscope.  I
also took my own binocu-
lar microscope into
school and explained
about its parts and how
they all worked.  I
showed the students some
slides of asco spores at
x100 and x400 from a
peziza species that my friend, who lives round the corner, rang me in a panic
about, when she discovered lots of these were growing on the side of her house
behind her wheelie bins.  I was surprised how much interest these images
generated.  One of the children asked if could use the microscope to look at some
spores.  I said that was a great idea.  When I asked for a show of hands of those
interested, I was overwhelmed by the response.  I am no expert in microscopy, but
am confident enough at a basic level, so will organise some dinner time sessions
with 2/3 children at a time.
The children were shown how they could experience the joy of producing their
very own sport-print using a standard supermarket mushroom, then how to look
at the spores with the microscope – but… I insisted they needed to ask mum or
dad first, before plundering the fridge!
So far, both books presented to the library have been in demand! (Mind you – I
do remind the children every week.)
I tell them that the mycologists of tomorrow are here in our schools today!


