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View from the Chair
Brrrrrr! As I write this the weather has turned very cold. It was -10 C in our garden last
night. Looking out of the window, everything I can see is covered in sparkling
frost.  The fairy ring of snowy waxcap and the numerous earthtongues on a nearby
lawn which I’ve been walking by for several weeks have disappeared overnight.
However, we have had a long autumn fruiting season this year, so I can’t complain.
2022 has been a busy year. There was a very welcome return to a full programme
of recording forays. New sites as well as some old favourites were visited and
there were many interesting finds. It was very pleasing to see, and hear of, good
numbers of existing and new members participating. Thanks to all involved in
organising and leading the forays. As part of the programme we also held two
microscope workshops at beginner and improver levels. These were well received
and so we will be offering them again in 2023.
The Keswick weekend was once more a successful event, the new workroom
facilities proving very satisfactory. It was also great that several members of the
Isle of Man group were able to take part. Back in 2019, a number of us were
hosted by the group for a very enjoyable weekend of recording.
BMS also returned to a full programme of activities, starting with the annual
spring foray in April which coincided with the society’s 125th Anniversary
celebration. There have been monthly online talks and, most recently, the Novem-
ber open meeting was held at Kew. BMS has recently inaugurated a regular local
fungus group network meeting. This has been established to facilitate exchange
of experience, advice and assistance between groups. NWFG once again support-
ed the BMS’s UK Fungus Day. Our main contribution was a family event at Mere
Sands Wood near Rufford. Irene Ridge and a small NWFG team organised
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A.G.M.
Saturday 25 February 2023

10.30 a.m. (10.00 a.m. Coffee)

several walks on the reserve and set up an impressive indoor display of fungi,
posters, models, information leaflets and giveaways.
Space prevents more than an acknowledgement of all of the other education and
outreach activities (walks, talks, training workshops, facebook group etc) which
have been led and supported by NWFG members in 2022. However, I would like
to take this opportunity to recognise the time and effort put in by the individuals
concerned, and to thank them for their commitment to promoting interest in fungi
across our region.
Looking forward to 2023.
Jeanette Maddy

Editorial
I am delighted that we have again received several foray reports for the Newslet-
ter carried out during the year giving brief descriptions of the event including the
most interesting finds and microscopic details from more experienced members.
Many thanks to the foray leaders for their contributions who also have to put the
records onto the FRDBI (Fungal Records Database of Britain and Ireland). I know
from personal experience this can be a rather tedious process it is not just a
question of putting the correct names on the database but, importantly, to include
associated species, substratum, habitat, abundance, literature used, who identified
the species and (in some cases) confirmed the identification etc. Indeed, the foray
leader normally has to spend much more time after the foray than was spent
during the foray itself. Thanks also to Tony Carter for his two articles, John
Taylor and Ali McKernan. We were not able to fit all articles received into this
issue of the Newsletter but the remaining ones will appear in the Spring issue next
year.
Special thanks to Mike Walton for typesetting and sending out the newsletter.
Articles can be submitted to me by email. Pictures to accompany articles are very
welcome preferably sent as separate attachments. Please note that it is important
to show due diligence when including any photographs (or other material) that
have not been taken by yourself by getting permission and including the name of
the photographer (or copyright holder) so that due credit can be given in the
newsletter.
Paul F. Hamlyn,
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Duxbury Woods foray, 27 March 2022
John Watt

It was most gratifying (not least for the leader) to have a turnout of eleven people
for the first foray of the season, on 27 March, in Duxbury Woods, part of the
Yarrow Valley Country Park. This is a site the group had visited in the past but
only in the autumn so it had seemed to me to merit a spring visit on the basis of
good quantities of dead wood and damp areas. Despite this, I worried whether we
would find much after a very dry March.
However, on my reccy the day before I
did spot three easily recognisable myxo-
mycetes; Fuligo septica (right), Reticu-
laria lycoperdon and Ceratiomyxa
fruticulosa. These were augmented by
the finding next day of the more easily
overlooked Trichia botrytis (Elater bel-
low).

So indeed, as regards ‘toadstools’, the
only finding of Hypholoma fasciculare
was of an over-mature group under a log.
However, Irene managed to pin down a
Mycena abramsii (below & bottom -
Irene Ridge) mi-
croscopically;
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and on my reccy the day before I had found a single sporocarp of Conocybe
aporos, (below) one in this group which has a ring, which helped towards its
identification (used to be in the Pholiotina genus).

But, the findings of some rusts and the
like on leaves of Ramsons, Cuckoo-pint
and Creeping Buttercup, various corticio-
id fungi and some ascomycetes brought
our grand total of identifiable species to
fifty-nine. Within the latter group were
several pyrenomycetes, known in the ver-
nacular as ‘Woodwarts’, but what was
interesting was the positive identification
of Birch Woodwart not only on Birch but
also on Oak and also Sycamore: once
known as Hypoxylon multiforme, it mu-
tated first to Annulohypoxylon (in which

the ostioles are papillate) and now to Jackrogersella multiformis.
Between us we took back three grey discos, which looked like Mollisia cinerea -
or Tapesia fusca – depending on the reference literature used, and I think fair to
state that this group is still being sorted out. One distinction between the two is
whether or not the asci are uni- or biseriate, but this feature was frequently
intermediate in the two specimens I examined.
Of the bracket fungi examined, Tim was able to pin down Ischnoderma benzoinum
on Pine, and it transpired that of the various Ganoderma brackets found, the two
common species were both present, most easily separable from spore sizes;
adspersum with the smaller spores, and australe with larger spores, and in this
instance the perispore was very evident (below).
It was only late on, surpris-
ingly, that Chris found a
Birch Polypore, and then
Clive pointed out the distinc-
tive point-like ostioles of the
fungus, Hypocrea pulvinata
parasitizing the bracket.
There are other such para-
sites so I examined this at
home when I also noticed a
Penicillium-like mould but I
could not match this to a spe-
cies from my books.
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We found a blobby yellow mass on rotten wood, and I expected it might be some
form of myxomycete, but masses of distinctive conidia were evident, and once
one knew where to look in several books, it represented the anamorph (asexual)
stage of Botryobasidium aureum (below).

By comparison, a rather unremarkable looking cottony resupinate turned out to be
the teleomorph (sexual) stage of Botryobasidium vagum (left & below).

This woodland has features of ancient
woodland with patches of various wood-
land flowers, and fine trees, which all
helped to make it a day enjoyed by all.
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A Mystery Collection
Saprolegnia water mould on star jelly

John Taylor

On a mycological field trip to Aberduna Nature Reserve our forayers found a
mystery. This had the appearance of star jelly, which is the result of predation of
a frog, toad or other amphibian by a heron, buzzard or other hungry predator. If
the victim contained the compressed gelatinous material which becomes frog-
spawn etc. that material expands on contact with water and is, or course, ejected
by the dismayed predator.
However, this collection, about 1 cm across, found in vegetation close to a pond
with evidence of amphibian spawn, was noted to be ‘rubbery’. The small, ‘coiled’
form of this collection is to be seen in just a few published photographs of star
jelly. A photograph of the surface structure is shown here. We were aware that the
water moulds Saprolegnia parasitise not only fish but also the eggs of amphibians
and recognised here the characteristic structure of the early-stage sporangia of
Saprolegnia with its black specks. However, these usually occur, on infected fish,
as cottony patches rather than as a compact structure.
The collection was fridge-stored and later, to our surprise, revealed what we
believe to be Saprolegnia spores (below), not easily clearly photographed.

Section of surface with
early-stage sporangia

Surface with cotton
blue
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It remains unclear exactly how this infec-
tion occurs, but a useful survey, reference
1, includes the figure at the left which
shows the development of the coiled
structure from the translucent jelly.
This figure is by Sarah Longrigg. The
other photographs are by Tim Rogers
who has handled the collection. John
Watt has also contributed.

Saprolegnia are Oomycetes, not ‘true fungi’ but a separate kingdom (compare
with the Myxomycetes.). Neither Kew nor CABI have a Saprolegnia specialist
(this based on email information from Martyn Ainsworth and Paul Kirk). CABI
may cope with identification to species using DNA, but see reference 2, studying
the problems (in 2014) due to many of the reference DNA sequencies being
assigned to misidentified species.
This collection seems to be a contribution to our knowledge. We will record this
to genus with photos.
References
1. O’Reilly M., Ross N. & Longrigg S. 2014. Recent observations of “mystery
star jelly” in Scotland appear to confirm one origin as spawn jelly from frogs or
toads. Glasgow Naturalist (2014) 26(1):89-92. (Available on Glasgow Natural
History Society website)
2. Sandoval-Sierra J.V. et al, 2014. Species identification in the genus Saproleg-
nia (Oomycetes). Fungal Biology 118(7):550-578.

Ainsdale foray, 24 April 2022
Tim Rogers

The build-up to this foray was every foray leader’s nightmare – no rain for many
weeks before, on a Spring foray (not the best time of year for fungi); however,
when the day arrived, we had an excellent turn-out, maybe 20 people (to whom I
still feel very grateful), so, I thought, we're bound to find something!! As it turned
out, we found (for the time of year) lots, including some really good finds (several
of which I'd previously never heard of). I'm taking some credit for the route,
starting in the broad-leaved woodland along the boardwalk, chosen as it's
relatively wet – from there we moved into the plantation to the North, where we
found Strobilurus tenacellus, growing on buried pine cones – mostly found in the
Spring and always a pleasing species to find.
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Several forayers new to our Group very much played their part – Ian Knowles and
Emma found Dryad's Saddle, and Coprinopsis atramentaria (Inky Cap); Helen
Allen (and her son – sharper eyes than the rest of us I expect), and Anna Punshon,
between them found a number of the commoner species – this was very welcome.
Especial thanks to Clive, who has great experience in finding and identifying
micro-fungi – my favourite was Hawthorn Leaf Blotch, which identifies itself by
smelling of (I thought) disinfectant; Pale Bramble Rust (Kuehneola uredinis) was
another new species to me.
The total number of finds recorded was 38 (see the list on the website) – if you'd
told me this the day before, I'd have thought you were taking the p...; this included
a number of common species, as it would, but at least they were there and we
found them!
The most interesting find was by Max and John Ratcliffe, on Pinus at the dune
edge – Gloeoporus taxicola, yet another fungus previously unknown to me
('Rarely reported' in the Checklist), an intensely orange-red resupinate – its rather
unappealing common name is 'Wine-red Netcrust' (I'm always tempted to use
expletives when confronted by names like this, but I'll restrain myself here) –
perhaps our Group, looking at images on the web, can come up with something
better?
A measure of the diversity we found you'll also see in the photos on the Group
website – I took very few photos on the day, as I was a bit busy writing stuff down
– very pleased to be doing so.

Moor Piece foray, 08 May 2022
Irene Ridge

Fifteen people attended this foray on a
wet mixed woodland site, and with so
many eyes looking we ended up with
around 40 species. Very few of these
were mushroom types but we did find in
Sphagnum two ‘little brown jobs’: En-
toloma cetratum (Honey Pinkgill) and
Galerina paludosa (Bog Bell). Oddly,
both had 2-spored basidia (left). There
was also Mycena abramsii on a conifer

log, Psathyrella candolleana (Pale Brittlestem) and then right at the end fine
specimens of Leccinum scabrum (Birch bolete), not rare of course but very early
in the season. Among the ascomycetes there were huge numbers of Cudoniella
clavus (Spring Pin) and it was good to see Mitrula paludosa (Bog Beacon) in a
ditch beside the road. Sadly, although we looked hard for it, we didn’t find the rare
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stinkhorn, Phallus duplicatus which was first found here in June several years
ago. The area where we found it has been greatly transformed by removal of larch
trees and much of the site is utterly changed by removal of rhododendron; this is
all because of Phytophthora infection which has closed the area for a few years.
The weather was kind to us: it looked as though it might rain but didn’t. And
despite rough ground underfoot nobody twisted an ankle or fell in a bog. Alto-
gether a pleasant and enjoyable day hunting fungi with friends.

Stereopsis reidii updated
Tony Carter

In 2017, I collected a white stipitate
stereoid fungus from Ainsdale Sand
Dunes NNR  (left) that I sent to Martyn
Ainsworth at Kew because I was una-
ble to identify it. It was sequenced at
Kew for DNA but there was no match
on the database. Martyn therefore con-
ditionally identified it as Stereopsis
reidii. I found it again in 2019 and
again in 2021 on a NWFG foray when
I was able to point it out to those at-
tending. Similar specimens were found

in south Devon and also sent to Kew for sequencing.
Martyn Ainsworth has updated me:
The south Devon specimen from Agatha Christie’s house collected 23 October
2019 has now been sequenced. As suspected the ITS sequence is a good match
with that derived from Tony’s first Ainsdale collection (it matches his second
collection too, but that sequence is not as good quality as the first). There are still
no good matches to these sequences in the publicly accessible reference databases
so on morphological grounds I am naming all three as Stereopsis reidii, at least
for now.
We did get an LSU sequence from Tony’s material too (better for generic
placement) and the nearest matches were in Cotylidia. So, the conundrum is that
this species seems to be phylogenetically close or maybe even in Cotylidia even
though I cannot find any cystidia which are characteristic for the genus (at the
moment). Although S. reidii is a good fit, it has to be said that Stereopsis is not a
homogeneous genus and requires much work to segregate the species into their
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correct genera. However, unless and until a good reference sequence of S. reidii
appears in the GenBank database, we are lacking molecular confirmation. I also
contacted Karl-Henrik Larsson who has worked on Cotylidia/Stereopsis and he
didn’t have anything which matched in his unpublished library of sequences.
The latest bit of news is that a colleague has sequenced a Fungarium specimen
collected in Cornwall (determined by Peter Roberts as Cotylidia cf. undulata) on
7 November 2000 and deposited it in GenBank. I have now found that this does
not match other sequences of C. undulata but, instead is a very good match to our
three S. reidii collections! So, whatever it turns out to be called, it is also in
Cornwall. I have just been looking at it under the scope and, as expected, it does
not have the cystidia of C. undulata and its spores are not as cylindrical as those
of C. undulata (basidia are too long also) so the morphology matches the molec-
ular evidence and I shall be predetermining it as S. reidii (it certainly isn’t C.
undulata).
Just thought you’d like to know the latest.
The mystery continues but we now know that it is not unique to Ainsdale.

A complex Entoloma
Tony Carter

At the beginning of July, I went to Speke
Hall NT to see what I could find. I ended
up collecting mildews and rusts on leaves
and a few pimples and spots on dead
herbaceous stems. I was on my way out
through a gloomy wood when I spied a
promising cut log which I rolled over. It
was very rotten and crumbly. Despite the
poor light, I spotted a couple of tiny fungi
with gills. I thought they were Resupina-
tus species. At home, I checked the
spores under my microscope and was
surprised to see that they were entolo-
mas. I had never seen one so small. They
measured only 5mms across with a small
white stem (right).
My literature listed three small entolo-
mas that fitted but the spore measure-
ments were inconsistent and I was unable
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to reach a decision between Entoloma byssisedum and Entoloma parasiticum. I
requested Group help and John Taylor sent my research findings to Machiel
Noordeloos a leading expert on this Genus. He replied that he was currently
researching the small entolomas under the subgenus Claudopus and that there is
a lot of work still to do. He suggested that there could be ten to fifteen separate
species in this group and three of them matched the description of E. byssisedum
and the same for E. parasiticum. He could not give a name to my find at this time.
I passed the information to Geoffrey Kibby who is including entolomas in volume
4 of his current book series. He will probably describe them as E. byssisedum
species complex.
Complex indeed.

Stanley Bank Wood foray, 25 September 2022
Tom Ferguson

I always visit Stanley Bank Wood in July or August to look for Penny Buns
(Boletus edulis). Not surprisingly, this year it was a fungal desert. So it was with
some relief that after the long dry summer sufficient rain had arrived to dampen
the ground and encourage fungi to appear. I visited the wood two days before the
foray and was delighted by the large number of Penny Buns pushing their heads
through the soil. This promised to be a dramatic spectacle to start the foray.
However, by the Sunday morning just about every single one had disappeared.
Obviously, the local epicureans had taken advantage of this fine spread of delica-
cies. A minor blip because there remained plenty of fungi to see and by the end of
the day our group of ten had found over 100 species.
Boletes remained a feature of the day not least for the amount of head scratching
they produced in trying to put a name to them. Not of course Boletus edulis or the
fine Caloboletus radicans (Rooting Bolete) which Tony found under an oak on
the edge of the wood displaying its bright yellow pores which bruised pale blue.
Rather, it was the much smaller brown capped boletes with flushed red stems
which generated much discussion. The one which turned rapidly blue on cutting
was quickly confirmed as Xerocomellus cisalpinus. The others were not as
straightforward but after studying them at home Tony concluded that those
showing red in the cap were Xerocomellus chrysenteron and those showing
yellow in the caps with blunt ended spores were Xerocomellus porosporus.
The first part of the foray was in a mature beechwood where several species
specific to or favouring beech were seen. These included Lactarius blennius
(Beech Milkcap), Russula fellea (Geranium Brittlegill), Russula subfoetens,
Tricholoma ustale (Burnt Knight), Cortinarius mucifluoides (Purple Stocking



North West Fungus Group - Autumn 2022 Page No. 13

Webcap) and Inocybe petiginosa. A stand of mature hawthorn supported Tubaria
dispersa (previously known as T. autochthona) growing on the buried old fruits.
As with most things in nature it is not
necessarily the rarities which capture
the imagination. Perhaps the most dra-
matic sighting today was that of
Psathyrella piluliformis (Common
Stump Brittlestem) where tier after tier
of closely packed brown caps flowed
over and submerged a massive fallen
beech trunk (Psathyrella piluliformis -
right - Tony Carter). No doubt a few
days later there would have been an equally dramatic and more colourful showing
as the Sulphur-tufts just emerging reached maturity.
It seemed to be a particularly good year for Bulgaria inquinans (Black Bulgar) as
we came across several fallen or felled trunks with extensive coverings of the
distinctive black liquorice-like fungus some forming circular medallion looking
fruit bodies. A tiny cup fungus growing by the path was checked and confirmed
by Clive as Tarzetta catinus and a milkcap under alder was later identified by Tim
as Lactarius obscuratus (Alder Milk-
cap). There were plenty of resupinates
to be found on and under dead wood
and the pick of the bunch was Gloio-
thele lactescens which Tony found
and later identified. Mycena tenerrima
was confirmed by Tim with its distinc-
tive warty pileocystidia on the cap
surface (right).

Moore Nature Reserve foray, 02 October 2022
Paul F. Hamlyn

18 people turned out to the foray held at Moore Nature Reserve, Warrington
ranging from beginners to more experienced members. It had been very wet
recently so there were plenty of fungi about. Paxillus involutus (Brown Rollrim)
was everywhere. Tony Carter found a very nice specimen of Boletus edulis (Cep)
then it disappeared – I bet he had it for breakfast the next day! There was also a
good selection of Mycenas (Bonnets) – 8 species were identified. Probably the
most striking find was a single specimen of Stropharia caerulea (Blue Round-
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head) that Clive passed on to me. Although we only found relatively common
species there was enough to keep the beginners fully occupied.
My thanks to Clive Garnett for helping with identifications and allowing me time
to record the findings. Also, Tony Carter who took lots of specimens away for
microscopic examination. Tony informed me that his best one was Tomentella
pilosa, a cobwebby resupinate under a rotten log. Difficult to get a decent
specimen without bits of wood breaking the cover slips. However, he managed to
spot the spiny spores which is the giveaway clue.

Stropharia caerulea

          Paxillus involutus
A small Crepidotus on a twig that I took home with me turned out to be
Crepidotus cesatii (Roundspored Oysterling) – the spores are sub-globose and
minutely spiny.

Crepidotus cesatii                         Crepidotus cesatii spores
79 species were recorded so a good foray for records.
(All photographs were taken by Paul F. Hamlyn)
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Truffle Tales of the Unexpected
Ali McKernan

My favourite kind of party is a party where you talk to a stranger at your table and
it turns out they don’t mind listening to you talk about fungi. My absolute best
party scenario though is where the stranger you’re talking to tells you of his
chance summer truffle finds that a) are the size of a fist, b) grow on the surface of
the soil c) are located in the North West and d) is happy to share that location with
you! Fast forward one year later to myself and the family scouring a country lane
in a quaint village for so called mammoth exposed truffles. Did we hit the
jackpot? I shall tell you shortly, firstly though, I'd like to share a different (but
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equally unique) truffle hunt that occurred just a few weeks prior to this, and one
that provided equal measures of amusement and adventure that saw me on my
hands and knees on a communal lawn digging out subterranean nuggets with a
butter knife (it’s all we had to hand).
I was down in Bucks visiting good friend, mentor and member of the NWFG,
Jesper Launder in July. Conversation immediately turned to fungi and it wasn’t
long before we were in the garden hiding tissues smeared in truffle oil for his
beautiful dog, ‘Blue’ to sniff out. Out we went for a walk in his local village to a
spot beneath Oak where part time truffle hound had successfully sniffed out Tuber
aestivum before. Looking decidedly lethargic, we left a panting Blue to lie in the
shade and we took to exploring squirrel dig holes in the communal lawn our-
selves. Both Jesper and I successfully sniffed out a couple of beauties, which I can
assure you is just as satisfying as you’d imagine it to be. Interestingly though, I
also dug out a small white truffle/hypogeal fungus looking more like a small
discarded ball of chewing gum. It was giving off very powerful fermented
apples/boozy cider notes. Jesper got to work on the spores and identified it as
Gymnomyces xanthosporus then followed up by DNA investigations from Penny
Cullington it was confirmed to be Russula cerea!
So those North West truffles? Did I find them? Did I ever! With family in tow, we
had just finished a holiday nearby and I couldn’t resist the opportunity to try and
meet these legends in real life. With much amusement (quickly turning to frustra-
tion) we followed the chap’s fabulous mysterious directions (50 paces from the
gate etc.), and after 20 minutes of scouring a country lane and live video link ups
on phones it was finally Digby that spotted the first truffle cracking the surface of
a beautiful beech embankment. We spotted a further dozen, varying greatly in
size. It’s difficult to put into words the delight in gently easing out of the soil a
truffle bigger than a tennis ball. Quite remarkable! I have no idea of the soil type,
why they reach such sizes or why they’re breaking the surface. But I’m just glad
that they do - a mycological and family experience I’ll never forget!
So, there you have it. Tuber aestivum. Summer truffle. Black gold. They are out
there and hidden in plain sight! It’s just about knowing the right squirrel holes and
talking to the right people at parties!
{Note from the Editor: The hypogeous (underground) genus Gymnomyces has
now been transferred to Russula based on DNA work. Angiocarpic species are
present in most lineages of Lactarius and Russula, confirming that transitions
from gymnocarpic ancestors occurred multiple times possibly as an adaption to
arid environmental conditions by keeping developing spores inside the fruiting
body. Ref. A phylogenetic and taxonomic revision of sequestrate Russulaceae in
Mediterranean and temperate Europe. Persoonia, 05 Apr 2019, 42:127-185.}


