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View from the Chair

Almost the whole foray season has
passed since my last View (April) and,
in general, it has been a good season for
fungi but not quite so good as regards
attendance at forays. There were 13
forays in all, not including the Keswick
residential foray, and reports for most
were sent to the email group plus spe-
cies lists being posted on the website by
Tony Carter. The dry spring meant that
spring forays had the smallest species
lists (and holidays plus illness meant
that I missed these) but things im-
proved considerably in summer and,
especially, autumn.

A particularly memorable foray was
that on 15 September to Gaitbarrows
NNR, not least because of the weather
— a howling gale and (mostly) pouring
rain. Not unexpectedly, attendance was
low but at least it did bring in three
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members from the north of our (very
large) region who do not come to the
more southerly forays. We rarely go to
limestone sites such as this so the fungi
were particularly good and John and
Sheila Weir did a great job as leaders.

The question of distance to forays
(and hence petrol costs) and low attend-
ance at some may well be linked. So if
you would like to have a foray more
local to where you live then DO please
send suggestions to Tony Carter (Foray
Secretary), always remembering that
parking space is a prime requirement.
Tony has sent out a request for both
new foray sites and leaders to the email
group and there have been a few, but
not enough, replies. So come on
NWEFG, let’s revitalise the foray pro-
gramme. (Continued on page 16)
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FUNGI PUZZLE

Tony Carter

Christmas Eve 2012: it had rained for
two solid days and I was bored.

Despite the rain, in full gear, wellies
and umbrella, I ventured out to my
local golf course. The course was
closed for play, allowing me to wan-
der without the danger of avoiding
flying golf balls.

The grounds were part of an estate

developed in the early 19% century by
the family of a Liverpool privateer.
Beside the old stable block (now the
clubhouse) stands a very large Mon-
key Puzzle Tree (Araucaria arauca-
na).

A few branches had fallen, complete
with cones and foliage. On one of the
branches I noticed a very small oyster-
ling type fungus, about Smm in size,
with white gills. It had no stipe and lay
flat on its cap, which was a greyish
colour.

I thought of Crepidotus or Resupina-
tus but it did not seem to fit either.

Back home, I tried out my new pur-
chase, MycoKey 4. After entering the
obvious features, eight genera were
suggested. Top of the list was Hohen-
buehelia (named after an Austrian nat-
uralist, Ludwig Samuel Joseph David
Alexander von Hohenbiihel Heufler).

I then looked at the Key for this genus
and found one that looked promising,
Hohenbuehelia cyphelliformis.
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Out came the microscope. I found ba-
sidia and cystidia that seemed to match
the key. But I could not find any spores.
Essential to confirm its identification.

I eventually had to take four specimens
of gill, mounted in water, then congo
red, then a blue stain and finally Melz-
ers, before I found what looked like a
spore. But one is not enough so after
more searching, [ eventually found
four, allantoid spores of the right size.

According to the literature, this fungus
is found in southern England on broad-
leaf trees, although I did find some
records for Yorkshire. Finding it on a
conifer is odd but to find any fungus on
a Monkey Puzzle tree is unusual.

It was duly dried and sent to Kew Her-
barium.

Then, The Mycologist for April 2013
carried an article about Resupinatus
alboniger, almost 1dentical to my Ho-
henbuehelia, having been found on

Monkey Puzzle trees. So which one did
I find?

I shall now have to wait to see if any
more branches fall off this tree.

FUNGI PUZZLE
PART 2

Tony Carter

After my problems of last year, trying
to decide whether the small fungus I
found on a Monkey Puzzle branch was
Hohenbuehelia cyphelliformis or Re-
supinatus alboniger, 1 kept careful
watch on all branches that fell from the
tree.
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In July, I struck lucky. A small branch
with the fungus on it was hiding in the
blackberry bushes. Examining it under
my new microscope, | found the neces-
sary cystidia to prove that I had identi-
fied it correctly as Hohenbuehelia. The
Resupinatus does not have cystidia.

(See picture on page 7)

I wrote to Alick Henrici, who had pub-
lished the article about the Resupinatus.
I put it to him that the identification of
this fungus could be in error as I had
difficulty finding the cystidia. The fact
that none had been seen did not mean
that it did not have some somewhere.

He was very sure that the Resupinatus
was a good identification and had been
confirmed with DNA evidence. He
asked to see my photographs and my
new find so that he could examine it
and compare it with the one I had al-
ready sent to Kew.

He contacted me soon after and agreed
that I had indeed found the Hohenbue-
helia. The physical description, of the
gills being very white (with no hint of
grey) and the presence of cystidia, set-
tled the matter. It was, however, unique
for it to be found on a conifer. There are
no previous records for such a host.

During the recent dry weather, I had
collected together some more fallen
branches so that I could easily find
them. After some recent heavy rain, |
went to look at them and found that
most were supporting the Hohenbuehe-
lia. (See picture on page 7)

I have now found this fungus in July
and December. If you have a Monkey
Puzzle near you, it may be worthwhile
taking a look at any fallen branches.
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HEALEY DELL

Tony Carter

In August 2012, Norman Bamforth led
the NWFG foray to Healey Dell, Roch-
dale.

A good number of members attended
and before we started the hunt most
were engaged in conversation about
recent events and finds.

Don McNeil told us that a friend of his,
Peter Thompson, was preparing a book
of photographs featuring Ascomycetes
and that one genus he particularly want-
ed to find was Onygena, O. corvina
(Feather Stalkball) on bird feathers and
hedgehog spines and O. equina (Horn
Stalkball) on animal horns.

Healey Dell is a thickly wooded and
deep valley with outcrops and water
falls on the River Spodden. The re-
mains of mills lie at the valley bottom.

The paths are fairly narrow as they
twist and turn across the top of the
valley and, to begin with, foraying was
somewhat restricted by the steepness of
the terrain. A few Russula and Xero-
comus species were much discussed
and put into boxes.

A number of large fallen trees lay close
to the paths and these were the subject
of much detailed inspection and some
excellent finds were made - Crepidotus
mollis (Peeling Oysterling), Neobul-
garia pura (Beech Jellydisc - See
page 7), Oudmansiella mucida (Porce-
lain Fungus), Inocybe lacera (Torn Fi-
brecap).
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Climbing up a steep bank to look at
another fallen tree, I was surprised to
come across a sheep’s horn, lying in the
undergrowth. More surprising and ex-
citing was that it was covered in Onyge-
na equina. (See page 7)

Don was immediately summoned and
he took numerous photographs before
acquiring the horn for his friend, attach-
ing it to his staff to keep it safe.

We also found the skull and a few ribs
so the sheep seems to have got there by
its own effort. Where it came from and
how it met its fate was impossible to
guess.

In view of the conversation at the start
of the foray, it was a remarkable coinci-
dence.

UK Fungus Day
Sunday 13 October 2013

Jeanette Maddy

Sunday 13 October was UK Fungus
Day. Here in the North West several
events took place, involving NWFG
members.

A ‘Fascination of Fungi’ event was
held at Treborth Botanic Garden in
North Wales. The event was organised
by James Balfour, who is one of the
Friends of Treborth, and included two
forays in the ancient woodland, an in-
door display of fungi, interpretation
boards and a small exhibition of fungal
portraits by a renowned local artist.
NWFG member Debbie Evans contrib-
uted a display of grassland fungi and
rusts, the latter showing the associa-
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tions of these species with particular
host plants. Over 150 people attended,
finding more than 130 species. If you’d
like to see a great collection of photos
from this event, then go to the Friends
of Treborth Botanic Garden Facebook
page at

https://www.facebook.com/FriendsOf
TreborthBotanicGarden

and look for the 13 October item.

Meanwhile, in West Lancashire, 23
people of all ages, including NWFG
members John Watt, John Taylor,
Yvonne Mynett and Stephen Pinning-
ton, were taking part in a UK Fungus
Day foray at Scutchers Acres. This site,
owned by John Watt, is a local nature
reserve, comprising semi-natural mixed
woodland, meadow and river habitats
and covering some 30 acres.

To begin with John W gave a brief
overview about the place of fungi in the
world, showed some spore prints and
handed out some leaflets from BMS.
As there had been remarkably little rain
for some time resulting in a distinct
lack of mycorrhizal fungi, the group
was led towards areas where fungi were
certain to be found and where people
could collect their findings in the tubs
provided. On the lane immediately out-
side the reserve proper, John W found
Leccinum duriusculum. On being cut
open the fruit body obligingly turned
purple. This species is ‘Near Threat-
ened’ on the Red Data List for boletes
and so the specimen has been dried to
send on to Kew. At the end of the walk
there was a table display of the fungi
collected. Many people said how much
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they had learnt about fungi and were
surprised at how much they had en-
joyed seeing them. The overall list from
the foray amounted to 33 species.

In Cheshire East it was a wet Sunday
afternoon but, with undiminished en-
thusiasm, a small group set off to look
for grassland fungi. The walk had been
organised by Rebekah Newman of the
Peak District National Park Authority
in association with the Dane Valley
Woodlands Project. There wasn’t far to
go before a good selection of grassland
species were encountered. Also, even-
tually, the rain stopped and the mist
lifted, revealing a fantastic view over
the Cheshire plain. NWFG members
Jeanette Maddy, Rachel Hunter and
Richard Roberts were on hand to help
with species identification.

Last, but not least, Irene Ridge, led a
fungal walk at Mere Sands Wood on
19 October with Jeanette assisting. The
reserve has both broadleaved and conif-
erous habitats. Over 30 species were
encountered, one highlight being the
Bird’s Nest fungus Cyathus striatus.

The aim of UK Fungus Day was to
raise the profile of fungi and fungal
research. NWFG has been able to con-
tribute to this by helping to inspire and
encourage people’s interest across the
region in what has been called “The
Forgotten Kingdom”. UK Fungus Day
2014 will be Sunday 12 October and it
is hoped that even more NWFG mem-
bers will be able to take part.

For now though, a big thank you to
those who organised, led and supported
the various events, to Mike Valentine
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for providing great photos for our UK
Fungus Day banner and to Paul Ham-
lyn and Mike Walton for help with
event communications via this newslet-
ter and the website.

A recorder's job is not
a happy one

by Tongue in Cheek
aka Carey Saunders

[ am not a mycologist, and over the ten
years or such that I've been with the
NWEG, the hill I would have to climb
to become one is too steep and too long
and too expensive — a library and a
microscope and somewhere to put them
at least.

So I watch, perform the role of scribe,
attend forays when I can, and take pic-
tures of these fascinating organisms,
hopefully identify some of them, try to
remember what the real mycologists
said the others were, and maintain a
rather chaotic digital picture record of
them in my computer.

We had a sort of controversy over
records recently. It occurred because,
for whatever unfortunate series of
events within the BMS, someone real-
1sed that NWFG sightings of fungi did
not appear in the FRDBI records after
2006, and we all know that we found
stuff and hopefully it was identified by
someone in 2007 thru' 2012.

If you're like me you had to have ex-
plained what FRDBI is. It is the Fungal
Records Database of the British Isles,
and it is managed by the British Myco-
logical Society. (Cont. p.12)
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Treborth Botanic Garden (above)
Cheshire East Walk (below)
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Mere Sands Wood Foray (above)

Scutchers Acres (below)

North West Fungus Group - November 2013 Page No. 9



Egg of Botanophila (See page 11) Epichloe typhina - see p. 11
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CHOKED

Tony Carter

In June, I accepted an invitation to join
Professor Tom Bultman of Hope Col-
lege, Michigan at Court Hey Park.

He is studying fungi of the Epichloe
family. This fungus causes Choke dis-
ease in grasses. The fungus forms a
sterilising ‘collar’ round the stem of the
grass where the immature flowers are
and reduces flowering and seed produc-
tion (See page 10 - top).

This has commercial consequences,
particularly in the United States, where
the fungus did not exist until introduced
on infected seed from Europe in 1996.
Professor Bultman is a leading expert
on this topic.

It had been thought that there was only
one plurivorous species, Epichloe typh-
ina. DNA testing has shown that the
fungus is often host specific. You have
to be able to identify the grass in order
to identify the fungus. Professor Bult-
man was collecting samples from vari-
ous grasses for laboratory testing. The
previous day, he had been to Calder-
stones Park in Liverpool, my regular
patch. He had found a sample of Ep-
ichloe sylvatica on the grass, Brachy-
podium sylvaticum (False Brome).

We did manage to find some Epichloe
typhina, in three scattered patches on
Agrostis tenuis (Common Bent) but
some distance apart. The reason may be
because of its interesting reproduction
method.
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The fungus has to cross pollinate in
order to reproduce. The fungus attracts
a fly of the genus Botanophila. The fly
feeds on the young ‘male and female’
fungal fruit bodies, ingesting the polli-
nating spermatia. It then deposits this
on another fungus through its faeces
when it lays its eggs (See page 10).
This ‘pollinates’ the fungus enabling it
to produce spores and also provide food
for the fly larvae. The mature spores are
ejected into the air to infect another
plant. The larvae hatch and the process
starts again. Interestingly, in order to
benefit from the efforts of the fly, the
fungus has to sacrifice a lot of its spore
production to feed the larvae, thereby
cutting down the rate of infection.

My photograph shows the young white
collars that form early in the cycle.
Later, as the spores develop, they will
expand and turn yellow or orange (See
page 10 - Picture courtesy of D. Jac-
quin). They remind me of a small bull-
rush. They are also much easier to find.

After our meeting, I went off to Calder-
stones, with a map showing the exact
spot of Epichloe sylvatica. Could I find
it? No.

However, a couple of days later, I was
pulling out grass (probably Agrostis
tenuis) on my allotment paths and came
across Epichloe typhina on new shoots.
This shows that the fungus has infected
the grass before it has started to grow.
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A recorder's job is not
a happy one (Cont. from P. 6)

At the last count, FRDBI has 1,784,259
records, each one being an occurrence
of a fungus — somewhere, some when.
What happens if Scotland gains inde-
pendence? Don't ask.

So when we go on a foray and find this
widget, and pick it from the ground and
go to the foray leader and queue behind
a gaggle of fellow forayers, and when
we get to gain the attention of the lead-
er, he/she has several decisions to make
— not because they are being difficult
but because they need key information
to make your treasured find, a record.

Firstly they may have to reject the find
because you have left half of it in the
ground but they do say so politely,
why? That I learnt first and got myself
a knife.

Then they ask where was it found?
They're not asking if it was at Tandle
Hill Park or Ainsale, after all they real-
ly do know that. They mean for in-
stance under what tree, rooted on what
material (they won't say substrate but
that's what is meant). They're not being
picky they are trying to make your
widget into a record. And the FRDBI
are picky because that database is a
serious assemblage of data. Or do I
mean an assemblage of serious data.

Then of course if your widget is a Fly
Agaric you can tell them that, where it
was and what was the substrate. That as
yet doesn't constitute a record. The
name has to be converted to Amanita
muscaria and if you said it was under
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birch that is Betula. And if it goes into
the records they have to have your
name as finder and how did you identi-
fy it? It's no good saying everyone
knows these. You have to at least quote
a book so for Fly Agaric you can quote
any book like Phillips or Collins Field
Guide, but it still has to be there.

But of course there aren't that many
fungi like Fly Agaric. There are all
sorts of much more difficult ones. A
Russula may be identifiable via a field
key, using colour, peelability, smell
and taste but even then you can still end
up with two or more possibilities sepa-
rable only by microscopy.

So then the recorder's job gets more
complex. He/she has to then decide if
it's worth firstly taking home to 'do it'
themselves - or if someone else has
volunteered to 'do it' the recorder has to
note the finding information and who is
going 'to do it'. So what is this 'to do it'
business? We are now into the realms
of dissection, microscopy, reagents and
literature all of which have to be report-
ed back to the recorder, hopefully with
an identification which can be tied back
to the 'find' information in the field.

And of course the find may be one of
what birdwatchers refer to in their dis-
cipline as Ibj's. But fungi can be msbj’s
(microscopically small brown jobs).
Much more time, effort, skill will and
knowledge go into their identification.

So by the time all these gobbets of
information have got back to the re-
corder some weeks will have elapsed.
And he/she may have been the recorder
for more than once in a month at the
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height of the season. So the administra-
tion burden is not to be taken lightly.

Then the information has to be forged
into the form required by the FRDBI.

So the find in the field is only the start
of what collectively NWFG has to do,
and unfortunately not all of us, includ-
ing me, are able to do it all.

But we can help by appreciating what
the recorders do.

THE ANATHEMA OF
ENGLISH NAMES

Don McNeil

There has been some to-ing and fro-ing
on the subject of acceptable English
names for fungi. We are blessed with a
field where such things barely exist —
please let us keep it that way.

I know that some argue speciously that
the poor ignorant ‘man in the street’
balks at the prospect of interpreting
scientific Latin. I regard that view as
the worst type of condescension. Our
poor uneducated Joe and Jill Bloggs in
their gardening have learned Rhodo-
dendron, Azalea, Acer, Mysembryan-
themum, Hosta, Aster, Wisteria,
Gramminae,  Allium,  Antirhinum,
Laburnum, Ilex, Equisetum, Lobelia,
Aubretia, Sisyrhinchium, Iris, Crocus,
Rosa, Ranunculus, Cornus, Buxus, Ma-
honia, Vaccinium, Lonicera, Viola, Vi-
burnum, Zinnia, Tamarix, Spiraea,
Sedum, Saxifraga, Prunus, Potentilla,
Polygonum, Paeonia, Orchis, Hyacin-
thus Impatiens, Hydrangea Hibiscus,
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Helleborus, Gypsophylla, Geum, Free-
sia, and countless more.

With the minimum of brain strain it
ought to be possible to work out Nico-
tiana, Mentha, Majorana, Lupinus, Lil-
ium, Laurus, Juniperus, Bambusa,
Ficus, the list is endless.

And let’s face it we all know that we
should eat our Brassicas.

Not everyone is a linguist I will agree.
I gave up on French, a language which
I heartily detest when I was 14. That is
the only language teaching I have ever
had. The only requirement one needs is
to be ‘mind-open’ so that when we see
nigrescens we immediately pick out
niger — French for black and as I am
going to be strictly politically correct
you can work out on your own conno-
tations. The point is that it is all there in
front of you. Similarly, rufescens
meaning rufus, albidus — think albino,
gargantuan, colossus, minimus, micro-
sporus, contorto..., helico..., it all starts
to add up.

Take it a stage further and Gasteromyc-
etes, a term probably familiar to the
merest beginner or he/she would not be
reading this. You are probably familiar
with the term Gasteropod, ‘stomach
foot’ to describe slugs and snails. So,
gaster = stomach. Mycetes | hope we
all recognise as ‘fungi’, this gives us
stomach fungi and given that the spores
of this disparate group develop inter-
nally (in a ‘stomach’) I hope that the
logic in the name is apparent.

Similarly we have all heard that the
Hippopotamus (oddly enough Hippo-
potamus) means ‘water-horse’ from the
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Greek. So Hippocastanum is a dead
give-away - horse. Add in castaneum
latin for chestnut and you are there. No
big deal now that you can ask Google!

The problem with common names is
that they are not regulated and therefore
multiply and confuse. The butterfly
Nymphalis antiopa is the Camberwell
Beauty or Grand Surprise in English, in
America it is the Mourning Cloak and
goodness knows what the rest of Eu-
rope call it! The American robin is a
thrush, their buzzard is a new-world
vulture and their shrimps are our
prawns, scampi are Dublin Bay prawns
and corn means different species to
Europeans and Americans.

On the subject of scientific names con-
vention has it that they should always
be written in italics. The generic (first)
name starts with a capital. The second,
or specific name, must NEVER have a
capital regardless if it is a person’s or
geographical name. The reason for this
is that if it is used by chance without the
generic name as in ‘I found edulis’ that
it is the species being referred to not the
genus.

The very reason for this is to avoid
confusion. Confusion, especially be-
tween languages. The whole genius of
the Linnean system (leave aside the
binomic) is that he managed to sell it to
the world and that was done on the
basis of his taking a severely neutral
stand. He used Latin, a dead language
but for the fact that it was still regarded
as the language of learning. Throw in a
bit of classical Greek, also dead, and
then we have something politically
neutral - everyone could subscribe with
no national loss of face — the scientific
world united!
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Given such a wonderful start why mess
it up with names which we have to
invent and do not need. Liz Holden
admits to having started to formalize
the business of English names and has
told me that she regrets it now. Could
that be instructive?

I certainly know few authorities who
seem to like them.

In summation, we have a clear field in
terms of nomenclature. The scientific
way far superior to ‘common’ termi-
nology, gives us the chance to converse
with those of other nations without
problems (bar pronunciation) and with
a certainty that we are speaking about
the same thing. The practicality of
learning scientific Latin is within us all.
I who have never had a Latin lesson in
my life can contemplate reading a Latin
description, albeit with a dictionary
handy. I am even tempted to think that
with a bit of cribbing I could write one!

And it needs surprisingly little effort —
remember Hippopotamus or Mysem-
bryanthemum!

We have inherited something wonder-
ful. Don’t ‘dumb it down’.

Editorial

We are still using up a backlog of arti-
cles but most have been included now
and [ would encourage anyone thinking
of writing an article to do so in order
that we can bring the newsletters out in
good time next year. Many thanks to all
those members who have contributed
articles for this issue and to Mike Wal-
ton for typesetting and organising the
printing and posting of the Newsletter.
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Articles need not be long or technical
and can be submitted to me by email
(to pfhamlyn@ gmail.com). Alterna-
tively please send hard copy, ideally in
a form that can be -electronically
scanned (i.e. black print or type) or, if
this is not possible, hand-written in
clear and legible writing. Pictures of
fungi to accompany articles are very
welcome preferably sent as separate at-
tachments.

Paul F Hamlyn

TO SEE WITHOUT
LOOKING

Don McNeil.

No it is not a puzzle, a little bit of Zen
maybe....

In March / April 2012 T was in the
Botanic Gardens of Bogor in Java, In-
donesia. Hosted by a local academic I
was asked to speak about the Ento-
mopathogenic fungi, for which 1 had
come to look, to 40 postgraduate stu-
dents.

In the ‘third world’ tropics they have a
problem. There is almost no literature
to work from. Complicating this is an
attitude that if it does not earn money
what is the point in studying it and why
I was studying something of limited
commercial value was a bit of a query.

The information which I offered was
well received and contrary to expecta-
tions the audience keen to ask ques-
tions. I had been told by academic
friends that this was almost a cultural
taboo.

One interesting result of the Q & A
session was the question ‘how do you
see them?’ This opens up a whole can-
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full of worms. I have, all my life, lived
with an acute awareness of what is
around me. To give a related example.
In the dim and distant days when I was
married, my wife would sometimes ask
a question and then mentally switch off
before I could answer (annoying, you
bet). She was also mentally switched
off from the ring of the gate latch or the
flap of the letter box. Whereas I can
hear the postman’s foot steps outside
my garden wall.

The point of all this is that my senses
are seldom ‘switched off’, hers often
were. The same thing works for sight as
hearing I suggest. This is where seeing
without looking comes in. As I see it
my mind is programmed to react to any
‘abnormality’ in the field of view. I am
famous for this. I once stopped on driv-
ing out of a garden centre car park to
pick up a ten pound note twenty feet
away, much to the delight of my Lu-
theran German grandmother. IT WAS
THE COLOUR!

So what does this tell you about look-
ing for fungi?

To start with look ‘small’, anything big
you will well nigh trip over. Look for
the smallest white growths, pink jobs,
yellow things, take your time over the
ground. It does get easier with practice.
I have spent most of my life looking for
small anomalous things on a back-
ground, be it shingle (fossil sharks
teeth), sand (beetles), leaf litter or
whatever. Whilst practice helps, try al-
ways to remember, if you can, to leave
some of the brain working on remote
control. It does work and you will see
results.

There is a lot out there and not all of it
is big or immediately obvious.
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(Cont. from page 2) Even if the official
2014 programme cannot be changed at
this late stage, ‘unofficial’ forays can
always be arranged via the email group.
This last point underlines the impor-
tance of being on the email group if you
want to keep up-to-date with foray
news and, if you are not, then it is wise
to phone the leader in advance to check
that the foray has not been cancelled or
the date changed — it does happen
sometimes.

One event where the date did change
(from Sunday 8 to Saturday 7 Septem-
ber) was the Beginners Foray plus mi-
croscope workshop at Risley Moss.
Those who made it (a few failed to
appear) said they found the workshop
useful so do let us know if you would
like a repeat or, indeed, any other sort
of workshop.

The Keswick residential foray was
again well-attended and enjoyed by all:
good fungi, good company and most
importantly excellent catering by our
team of four wonderful ladies. We real-
ly do appreciate the work of Jacqui,
Joan, Louise and Lorna who, praise be,
have agreed to cater for us again at
Keswick 2014. Robin Cowley has pro-
duced a report on Keswick 2013 (Rob-
in’s report will appear in our newsletter
next year — Ed.).

The other event of 2013 was the UK
Fungus Day, initiated by the British
Mycological Society. Jeanette Maddy
coordinated out activities and arranged
for 2 rather splendid banners to be pro-
duced for us by the BMS. and reports
on page J.
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The last item for this View concerns the
Committee. Our Secretary, Carey
Saunders, resigned this autumn, partly
because of a nasty accident but mainly
because he is moving house. Carey has
done an excellent job for several years
and we all, especially me, owe him a
great debt of gratitude: thank you
Carey. Fortunately, however, another
Committee member, Mike Walton, has
agreed to take over as Secretary. Mike
has been the person who organizes the
typesetting, printing, and distribution
of the Newsletter and he has also been
much involved in trying to sort our
application to register for Gift Aid. This
was announced at the last AGM but all
has not gone smoothly and, so far, de-
spite our changes to the constitution
and getting initial approval of our ap-
plication, HMRC has not sanctioned it.
You will hear more at the next AGM
which is on Saturday 22 February,
2014, so put that date in your diaries
and I hope that many of you can come.

Irene Ridge

2014 A.G.M.

Saturday 22 February
Risley Moss
Visitor Centre
Warrington
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