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View from the Chair
The major group activity thus far in 2022 has been our zoom AGM which took
place on 26th February. A highlight was a talk by our President, Geoffrey Kibby,
on imminent changes to the Cortinarius genus which have resulted from recent
extensive DNA work. Geoffrey also announced the forthcoming publication of a
new book, “The genus Cortinarius in Britain” which he has co-written with Mario
Tortelli. Normally the AGM would have taken place at Risley Moss, followed by
a nice buffet lunch and a walk around the Moss where Scarlet Elfcup usually puts
in an appearance at this time of year. Zoom has been an excellent support
throughout the pandemic, but here’s hoping that we can resume our ‘in-person’
AGMs in Feb 2023.
I’m delighted that we can now offer a full programme of forays this year.  John
Watt has done an excellent job of pulling it together in consultation with a team
of willing foray leaders. Thanks to everyone involved. The first foray, on
27 March at Duxbury Woods, was well-attended and, considering the time of
year, a great species list was recorded. There have been several others since with
good species lists generated. Do keep coming because the more eyes there are the
more fungi are recorded. Spring is a great time to be practicing identification of
resupinates, rusts, and ascomycetes. We are also planning, subject to demand, to
run two microscope workshops;  one for beginners (never used a microscope) and
the other for improvers (need help preparing slides and using keys to identify
species). Please contact Irene Ridge if you would like to attend one (or both) of
these. If you have lost your foray programme, details can be found on the NWFG
website members events page.
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The Keswick residential foray will be happening this year in the second half of
October. The new Keswick Convention Centre premises will be available and we
hope to be able to make good use of them. The later dates in the season may also
reveal the presence of species we haven’t recorded before. Booking details will
be forwarded as soon as they’ve been finalised.
Our 2022 Education and Outreach programme of public events is beginning to
come together. Max Furmidge has added a ‘contact us’ form to the NWFG
website and several individuals, representing natural history/conservation groups
across the North West, have already used it to request talks and forays. If you’ve
also been asked to do a talk or lead a foray by any such organisations, please let
Irene Ridge know. Very recently, Alistair (Ali) McKernan, supported by NWFG,
has done a great job in educating primary-age children at his school about fungi
as part of an environmental week (see p 16). I believe that supporting fungal
education in schools is very worthwhile and the committee will be looking at
ideas for how we might do more. If you have any ideas, please send them to any
of the committee members.
There’s lots going on for fungal enthusiasts this year, so I hope you will be able
to find something of particular interest to you. Don’t forget, UK Fungus Day and
World Fungus Day (newly inaugurated last year) will both be taking place again
in October. There will be a great selection of online and “in-person” events.
Enjoy!
Jeanette Maddy, Chair.

Editorial
We have managed to fill this issue of the Newsletter very nicely with several foray
reports from last year and an account of the Kerswick residential weekend. Please
will foray leaders send me a brief review of their foray with one or two pictures
of the more interesting finds. It is particularly useful if microscopic details can be
included to encourage beginners to get more involved with the microscopic
identification of fungi.  Hopefully, none of our readers suffer from arachnophobia
since we have an excellent article from Denis Lambert about Torrubiella arach-
nophila var. leiopus the spider eating fungus. My thanks also to Ali McKernan
for an account of his favourite finds particularly in urban areas and how children
at Cheetham Hill School have benefited from the North West Fungus Group’s
support.
Many thanks to all those members who have contributed articles for this issue,
and to Mike Walton for typesetting and sending out the newsletter. Articles can
be submitted to me by email. Pictures of fungi to accompany articles are very
welcome preferably sent as separate attachments. N.B. It is important when
including any photographs (or other material) that have not been taken by yourself
to get permission and include the name of the photographer (or copyright holder)
so that due credit can be given in the newsletter. - Paul F. Hamlyn
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Finsthwaite Heights foray, 19 September 2021
Penny Hinsinger

We gathered for a 10.00 a.m. meeting at Haverthwaite Railway off the A590 route
to Barrow-in-Furness in a large welcoming car park with fee temporarily waived
by special request. This allows a pit stop at the railway cafe – known for its local
fare and service - with the benefit of facilities for those sprung from further afield.
Privileged enough to witness impressive puffs of steam and hear the train horn
blow - for those of us chatting and awaiting the last arrivals, as the first train
pulled out on its way to Windermere. Maybe one day we’ll jump on for a ride to
the head of the lake and a short walk up to the foraging site? On this occasion the
group – some 14 strong - moved off in convoy up winding back lanes to a new
parking spot at Finsthwaite in a farmer’s field.

Progress on foot from here was slow
as hitherto perceived dry conditions
exhibited moist and rich deciduous
woodland (birch; oak; hazel mostly)
at the base of the hill with plentiful
specimens to find. We welcomed new
members and one experienced mycol-
ogist was pleased to share the medici-
nal properties of the birch “razor strop
fungus”. In a young specimen it is
possible to cut a strip of plaster which
adheres to itself and the skin as a
backwoodsman’s remedy - clean and
antiseptic too.
The variety of specimens all around
and sharp eyes to find them meant
more experienced foragers were inun-

dated with identification requests -
some less than perfect examples re-
jected! However, this division of activ-
ity and knowledge sharing also kept
our audio recorder surrounded and
those taking photographic recordings
very busy. Specimen boxes filled up.
Interest palpable and encouraged fur-
ther by some extra ordinary finds. A
stunning “Cornflower Bolete” (I hesi-
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tate to use the ever-changing Latin names designed to be the stable language of
international identification). Marcel Bon calls it Gyroporus cyanescens (opposite)
and, when split in two, we could clearly see the open hollow chambers of the stipe
- all in iridescent blue. It is quite uncommon with only 40 records on FRDBI.
Milk caps; Roll rims; Earth balls; Stag horns; Charcoal burners; Sulphur tufts;
these names evoke some of the more reassuringly familiar common names. And
it went on and on. We barely moved 500 yards despite the drizzle, enthusiastic
strides to the next discovery. Lunch was mentioned so we thought a push up the
hill might be preferable for a view, maybe shelter for a stop but any spruce was
sparse. The persistent downpour streamed down the slate track, penetrated water-
proofs and made even sheltering under large coloured umbrellas juggling identi-
fication aides and protecting specimens impossible.
Reluctantly the group descended to the car park for a late lunch, a welcome break
from the rain enabling us to munch our sandwiches al fresco and socialise –
something we have all missed of late. We partook of the Lakes ice cream offered
from the farmer’s kiosk and shared our purpose. With rejuvenated spirits and hope
of an improvement in the weather and possibly a wild swim in the tarn, those more
intrepid members continued back up to the top and were rewarded with warming
sunshine and a glorious autumn afternoon. The generous amounts of identifica-
tion homework might yield a diverse final list as the site is proving a venue
worthy of its date in the foraging calendar with a total of seventy six confirmed
species.

Photographs - G. Cyanescens by John Watt, M. sanguinolenta by Max Furmidge
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Stanley Bank Wood foray, 5 September 2021
Tom Ferguson

The weather conditions were not promising-a long period of dry and sunny
weather had left the ground on the dry side, particularly in the woodlands where
the little rain which had fallen had made a negligible impression. However, that
apprehension was to completely overlook the forensic zeal of the eighteen mem-
bers of the Group who attended and whose determination and good eyesight
produced a healthy total of around eighty species on the day.
The foray was held at Stanley Bank Wood on the northern edge of St Helens, part
of the Sankey Valley Park. We wandered through woodlands of three different
characteristics - a mature beech wood, a mature mixed woodland of oak and
sycamore with a little birch and finally a more scrubby woodland edge wood of
hawthorn, hazel and willow with occasional mature oak and birch.
It wasn’t long before some of the more common beechwood fungi turned up
including Russula nobilis, Beechwood Sickener, Lactarius blennius, Beech Milk-
cap and Tricholoma ustale, Burnt Knight. More abundant than the latter was
another Knight associated mainly with beech-Tricholoma sciodes, a grey species
with distinctive black spotting of the gill edge.
Two species found in the bole of one of the very large beech trees aroused some
interest. A grey Helvella didn’t look quite right for lacunosa, the Elfin Saddle and
thoughts were turning to one of the more unusual varieties. However, subsequent
examination by Tim confirmed that all the features pointed to Helvella lacunosa.
The other find was a tiny toadstool with a rather shaggy two-tone cap. Both Tim
and Irene later confirmed this to be Inocybe petiginosa, the Scurfy Fibrecap, an
uncommon species (possibly on account of its small size) most frequently associ-
ated with Beech. (Below - cystidia and spores, photo by Tim Rogers).
A dark brown spotted Amanita
found by Irene showing no sign
of red staining was obviously
not a Blusher so attention
turned to other possibilities
such as Amanita pantherina or
excelsa. Ken and Irene decided
on the latter with the spots on
the cap being brownish rather
than white and the ring on the
stem striated on the upper side.
Hebelomas are not the easiest
of families to identify in the
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field and we came across them through-
out the day. John Watt took up the chal-
lenge of trying to put a definitive name
to them and successfully identified He-
beloma velutipes and sacchariolens.
However, his detective work also re-
vealed Hebeloma aestivale (right - photo
John Watt) which is not common with
only 42 records in the FRDBI and most
of them are in the south.

Tim was also successful in confirming
that a large group of slightly sticky yel-
low brown Hebelomas under Birch were
Hebeloma sordescens.
A single specimen of the milkcap Lactar-
ius quietus was found under an oak. Its

common name of Oakbug Milkcap apparently because it smells of bedbugs
generated an amusing discussion of identifying smell and who if anybody is
familiar with the odour of bedbugs or would admit to it.
Some serious searching went on. Bracken stems were examined to reveal the tiny
clubs of Typhula quisquiliaris; nettles checked for the rust Leptosphaeria acuta;
dead branches and rotten wood produced a number of species including Fuscopo-
ria ferrea, Cinnamon Porecrust; Mycoacia uda and Chaetosphaerella phaeostro-
ma. Clive finished the day by finding an alder cone with the tongue like outgrowth
of Taphrina alni the Alder Tongue.
In the end, the warm dry weather contributed to an enjoyable foray which was
both leisurely and productive.

H. Aestivale
perispore left
cheilocystidia far
left -
photos by John Watt
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Turn Slack Clough foray, 31 October 2021
John Watt

This site beyond Rochdale is one of our favourites for forays since the year 2000,
usually led by Norman Bamforth, and sometimes in the past with his late brother
George.  Few sites other than the Sefton coast have had such a continuous
recording effort from the group and indeed there had been protests when Norman
wondered if people had done enough surveying there and so it continues; but this
year unfortunately Norman himself had been somewhat immobilised with a back
and sciatic problem, which is however improving and we hope to see him there
next year!
The reason for the enthusiasm for this sheep-grazed upland site is that it is largely
unimproved grassland though there are now some areas which the farmer has
treated, with detriment to the appearance of fungi.  Our species counts range from
48 to 117, with a mean of 75, close to the 72 we identified this year.  This
variability is interesting in that we always foray there either right at the end of
October or early November, before the first frosts arrive, though not always in dry
weather, and on this occasion it had pelted with rain in the morning though it then
held off miraculously just until the end of our foray.
For the second time, we had the benefit of the presence of Steve Hindle, who is
employed by National Trust and is tasked with liaising over farming management
guidelines for such upland grasslands to present to DEFRA in the attempt to allow
farmers to access payments under the ‘Nature Recovery Schemes’ within the

Environmental Land Management system of pay-
ments.  Steve has surveyed many sites and has finely
honed field identification of these grassland species
such as waxcaps and pinkgills.  We benefited from his
incisive description of features distinguishing one
waxcap from another, of which we found 17 different
species, if one includes the white form of Meadow
Waxcap which is probably not only a separate species
but a species complex. Hence the name Hygrocybe
berkeleyi will have to await more DNA analysis with-
in this taxon.
For most of us though, the highlight may have been
Ali’s discovery of the Powdercap Strangler, Squa-
manita paradoxa,  (left - photo by John Watt) and
indeed the group found three more. Though well
know from its habit of parasitizing the Powdercap,
replacing the cap of the latter with its own, I don’t
think we had personally seen this before.
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The same ‘sharp-eyes’ also found Lyo-
phyllum leucophaeatum, (right - photo
by John Watt) whose identity can be
confirmed by the fungus turning blue on
bruising.  Amazingly Ali had also just
found the same very rare species more
local to himself, so he was able to identi-
fy it straightaway.

This year was also
characterised by the
identification of a total
of 11 different Entolo-
ma species, a number
with beautiful violet
tones.  Whilst Steve
and Tim could identify
many of these in the
field, he was grateful
that we could under-
take microscopy for
their confirmation.
Conversely, it was a
great help and time sav-
ing to have a likely-
named species as one
searched for various

microscopic features.  A number were new to me and one of the most unusual was
Entoloma cruentatum. (Above, left - photo by Ali McKernan). Likewise, Entolo-
ma caeruleopolitum (above right - photo by John Watt) also has fewer than 20
records.  Its spores are almost isodiametrical (Q= 1.2) with rather indefinite
angles. In coming to this identification, I was assisted by guru Machiel
Noordeloos, to whom thanks. I ought to take the trouble to attempt to work
through the complex Entoloma key – backwards - though Machiel says his key
from 20 years ago is out of date and is preparing a new one at the same time as
new species are being thrown up by DNA analysis.  It had been my intention to
try out Steve Hindle’s own field ID key on the day, but time was too short and
weather rather chilly, but a great day it was.
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Keswick weekend residential foray,
October 2021

John Watt
Against all odds as it seemed at times, the NWFG was able once again to enjoy
another residential foray at Keswick Convention Centre over the weekend from
Friday 1st to Sunday 3rd October. Not only were we still under the shadow of
Covid, and wearing masks much of the time; but there was also the national fuel
shortage, which influenced our decisions to foray as locally close to Keswick over
the weekend.
We were as ever so grateful and appreciative of the catering by Jaqui and her
friends, Laura, Louise and Carol, but also just so glad to see them as good friends
once again; and so also Yvonne and Steven P, who now live a long way down in
Norfolk but like to keep this fixture in their diary. For the reasons that we all
arrive at slightly different times on the Friday, and also that Keswick was very full
of visitors, it was difficult to plan ahead to eat out as a large group on the Friday
evening but most of us got food one way or another. All the more welcome though
to have our hostesses catering for us for the rest of the weekend.
There was an uncertainty as to whether or not we could successfully use the
undercroft area for microscopy, even although Kathleen and Mike Hall had earlier
made a special visit to check out this downstairs area because they couldn’t see
the wall sockets hidden behind storage.
Well, in the end about 6 of us did manage
to set up microscopes and peered there in
the dim light, keeping all our layers of
clothes on.
Not for the first time, the weekend turned
out to be quite wet, especially during the
afternoon.  However, on Saturday morn-
ing, we scattered ourselves into 4 groups
going to different sites, some of which
allowed for a good long walk into the
bargain. So, Mike H and Di visited Mire-
house Gardens, Bassenthwaite; Tim and
others returned a second year to Ling-
holm Gardens; Mike W and Steven H
walked around Castlerigg reaching Great
Wood where Irene and others spend most
of the morning near the car park.
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On the Sunday morning, Mike and Di
checked out Blencathra area, Mike
and Steve explored Brundholme
Wood, but a large group went to
Whinlatter finding troops of fungi just
near the Noble Knott car park area,
which on this side of the forest is quite
ecologically diverse.  Having missed
seeing the pretty but poisonous Angels
Wings, Pleurocybella porrigens at
Great Wood *, we did find several
here.   There were the less frequently
recorded Mycena abramsii and pearsoniana. More interesting was Irene’s find of
Entoloma celatum (below), a first UK record.

During the evenings and late after-
noons, Mike and Irene were able to
give the group some overhead presen-
tations in the dining area, both of
which were well received, and espe-
cially helped to fill out the evening for
most of the members who were not
using microscopes. We packed and
tidied up as usual on the Monday
morning, then Mike, Tim and myself
were able to inspect the proposed 2022
microscope workshop site in the Pen-
cil Factory, the Convention Centre’s
other facility. Though in town a small
distance from our usual accommoda-
tion facility on Skiddaw Street, it is in
other respects much superior to what
we had this year, which also will not
be available next year in any case, so
we are optimistic that broadly speak-

ing we can maintain this great group tradition of a residential weekend, fondly
thought of by many not least Archie McAdam.  So, it’s due to happen again
mid-October next year do book early!
* Pleurocybella porrigens found again but at a different site in Great Wood by
Mike W and Steve
(All photos are by Irene)
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Favourite finds!
Ali McKernan

I was two thirds into an article about the
pleasures of finding fungi in urban spac-
es when I reflected that the tone had
started to get somewhat heavy and in
danger of making us question our exist-
ence. Who needs that in a mushroom
newsletter? So, I've parked that and punt-
ed for the old faithful theme of simply
sharing some favourite finds of the last
year! There’s a scratty little woodland,
better described as an edgeland that sits
beside a playing field across from my
house. I’ve rather unfairly turned my
nose up at it over the years as it’s pre-
dominantly ash and sycamore. However,
in mid spring I stumbled across a sub-
stantial fallen log that had the most in-
credible fruiting of purple ‘gilled buttons’ all over its length. Dozens. I was taken

aback by their beauty and had no idea of
what I might be looking at. They almost
had a Cantharellus look about them. It
didn’t take long flicking through the
books to identify them as Panus concha-
tus the Lilac Oysterling (above), what
they lose in colour as they age, they make
up for in splendour, transforming into
beautiful robust seashell like bouquets.
Continuing with the purple theme, and
requiring a little more page turning upon
its discovery, I was delighted to find a

small fruiting of the carmine, pink pored Chalciporus rubinus (left) another
uncommon find and a first for me.
A purposeful mooch in unimproved grassland presented me with a lifetime
special - the Powdercap Strangler. And just for show, a two headed beast
(opposite, top) to really hammer the message home! I dearly love the waxcaps and
their associates in such spaces, but the opportunities to roam uplands at length as
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an already fungally distracted dad/husband/
brother are limited, so last year I embarked
on a ‘Graveyard Tour’. These beautiful spots
are far more accessible and convenient to
visit, usually making me only 20 minutes late
for tea, as opposed to several hours.
I found many wonderful species within
them; slimy waxcaps, parasitic bolete, earth
tongues etc. However, stepping into one un-
assuming lawn to be faced with a mass fruit-
ing of Ballerina waxcaps was truly breath
taking and a highlight of the year. Over 60
fruit bodies in a 30sq metre area! I found
them in three of the five new churchyards I
visited - locally common on a good year
indeed!

Roadside verges are right up there with subway
embankments and zoo flowerbeds for unexpected
finds, and I was delighted to spot a cluster of the
periscope like Yellow Bird’s Nest plant - Monotropa
hypopitys (right) under willow on a scratty roadside
corner outside a care home near to me. Unable to
photosynthesise to produce its own food, this ghost-
ly plant parasitises a fungus to obtain its nutrients.
The fungus in question is thought to be one of the
knight fungi, and sure enough, a few months later
Tricholoma cingulatum made its appearance.
Chuffed to bits to witness that one! I’ll bring us up
to the present day and finish with this head scratcher.
There's a mushroom that is currently sitting beside
me in a large mug, depositing its spores on a slide so
I may be able to analyse them this morning - it could
be the clincher in obtaining a positive ID. The mush-
room in question? A robust grey/fawn capped number that feels like a hare’s foot
to the touch, bruises navy blue then black, and smells (to me at least)
farinaceous/scleroderma and garlic!* I’d never even have gotten to genus without
the experienced eye of Jesper Launder and confirmation from our very own
Geoffrey Kibby. In summary: Downy, fibrillose cap, grey tan gills and a slightly
rooting/ tapering stem. A small smattering of them in a local graveyard, in the
grass with some willow and ash present. Think you know? (Over)
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Favourite Finds (cont.)
(Potentially correct answer
on the back page!).
*I obsessed over the garlic
odour for nearly 40 minutes,
before realizing that I’d
been preparing a lasagna
earlier in the day - classic
schoolboy error! So, ignore
that ID feature.

Geoglossum atropurpureum
Denis Lambert

A trip to the south Lakes on 18 Novem-
ber 2021 culminated in a walk around
Roudsea NNR. Team member Sophie
Bagshaw discovered an Earthtongue
amongst the roots of Yew trees on the
limestone scarp. My limited ability to
positively ID was solved after speaking
to Irene Ridge who offered to help.
Following Irene’s microscopic examina-
tion of the spores, Geoglossum atropur-
pureum, Dark Purple Earthtongue was
confirmed, a rare and interesting find.
NBN records only show 20 + finds for
the UK and though this specie has been
found at Gatebarrow NNR, my searches
show it’s a new record for Cumbria.
Every day is worth braving the elements
for a fungal foray.
(Comment from Irene Ridge: Dennis Lambert brought me a lovely earth tongue
he found under yew in Roudsea Woods. It turned out to be Geoglossum atropur-
pureum (not common). To identify I used the online key by Mal Greaves and my
paper version based on this - it’s on the NWFG website).
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The Spider Eating Fungus,
Torrubiella arachnophila var. leiopus

Denis Lambert
Amidst the lockdown, the reality of Hal-
loween ghosts, ghouls and paranormal was
not exactly on the agenda for a foray on 1
September 2021. A local woodland on
Longridge Fell, with which I have a long
association since its concept in the late 60s,
was the destination. Several mature beech
trees were my target, looking for Xylaria
carpophila, Beechmast Candlesnuff fun-
gus.
Hearing a shout from my wife Mavis, I
wandered over to find a small fluffy white
deposit on the underside of a frond of Male
fern, Dryopteris filix-mas. My first thoughts were a spider’s egg sack, similar in
size to the end of a cotton bud. A couple of photos were taken.

It was only after retiring for
the night, my thoughts got
the better of my curiosity
and further investigation
confirmed my suspicions.
At 1.30 a.m., I woke my
wife, and offering a G n T,
explained the importance of
her find, The Spider Eating
Fungus, Torrubiella arach-
nophila var. leiopus. There
were only 3 other UK con-
firmed records on I Record,
all south and east from Lon-

don. A similar find was revealed from Northern Ireland on BBC Winter Watch,
with the explanation that the fungi maybe host specific and DNA may confirm a
new species. I’m hoping to do the same with my specimen, so the true fungal
identity may be slightly different.
Acknowledgement
Photographs by Peter del Strother showing the spiders legs with the fungus
erupting from the exoskeleton.
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Cheetham Hill School
Ali McKernan

I just wanted to say thanks again to the North West Fungus Group for funding all
the books a copy for each class library of Lynne Boddy's Humongous Fungus
(very visual, simple facts, covers all areas of fungi and definitely the best chil-
dren's resource I've met to date) and also for the mushroom growing kits (toilet
rolls and oyster spawn) for our recent environmental week to empower the
children of Cheetham Hill to take positive actions to protect and preserve the
planet - which included a lesson in fungi for every child in school aged 6 and
upwards - around 630!

I adapted the lessons to make them age
appropriate and the children were ace - and
seemingly really engaged!
I've attached some pictures to show your
contributions, including a lovely picture of
a pupil enjoying reading the book in class.
Thank you from our school.

The ‘head scratcher’ on Page 14;
Lyophyllum! (possibly leucophaeatum /
ganraenosum)


