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View from the Chair
December 2017

Since the Spring ‘View’ there has been
the AGM (another wonderful talk from
our President, Geoffrey Kibby), a
whole season of foraying plus the mi-
croscope workshop, Keswick residen-
tial foray and many outreach activities.
So it was a busy year and I hope that all
of you managed to join in some of it.
The other major development is that
Lynne Healey has, as we hoped, set up
a group Facebook page and has taken
over the website from Paul (Hamlyn),
so we hope you find these useful ways
of communicating. It was decided that
the email group will continue but im-
portant stuff — notices of changes to
forays, AGM notices etc. will go to all
members who have email. There is also
the option of receiving the Newsletter
by email rather than as hard copy.
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On the Committee the only change to
report since the AGM is that Norman
Bamforth has decided it is time to re-
tire. Norman was a founder member of
the NWFG and one of our longest serv-
ing Committee members so we owe
him a huge thank you — but, thank
goodness, he will continue to lead the
foray to Turn Slack Clough, famous for
its grassland fungi.

Turning to forays, there were 15 of
them in 2017 with reasonable attend-
ance: 6-12 people/foray was usual and
you may have seen brief reports and
species lists (on the website) for some.
I certainly found them very enjoyable,
with good company, much to learn and
lovely sites to visit — so do come if you
can. There were also two special events
the first one in March being a visit by
Stuart Skeates to brief people how to
use and enter records into the new BMS
national database, FRDBI2. The hope
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is that the leader of each foray (or their
nominee) can enter records directly into
FRDBI2, where any group member can
view them. There has been progress but
FDBI2 still has its problems and some
of us are still not confident about using
it - so John Watt is organising another
‘tutorial’, probably on 21 January, to
help people. If you think you might
want either to enter your own records or
group records, then do come. In August
the Beginners foray at Risley Moss was
again linked to a microscope workshop,
which those attending said was helpful.
We now have a growing number of
people using the microscope to help in
fungal identification, which is certainly
the way to make progress. Jeanette
Maddy ran a workshop for waxcaps
linked to the Dibbinsdale foray in Sep-
tember and I gather that also went very
well. The Keswick residential foray
happened and we had a great time, as
usual, despite rather mixed weather.
We can hold it again next year BUT
that will be the last time at the Keswick
Convention Centre, which is closing
next October preceding their move to
new premises in Keswick. It will be
some years before the move is com-
plete so the future for us is unclear. The
dates for 2018 are 28 September —
1 October (booking form with a News-
letter) and I’d advise early booking.

For 2018 John Watt has provisionally
organised 12 forays plus a visit to Liv-
erpool World Museum on 11 March to
look at some fascinating fungal materi-
al in their archives, which includes il-
lustrations and notebooks of Beth
Hartman — one of the founder members
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of the group from which NWFG origi-
nated. If there is sufficient demand we
shall also hold another microscope
workshop on 22 July and, of course,
there is our AGM on Saturday 24 Feb-
ruary with a talk from Geoffrey Kibby
and a free lunch! 6-7 October is Nation-
al Fungus Day with lots of activities
planned to showcase fungi and interest
a wider public. It only remains for me
to wish you a happy and prosperous
2018 with lots of fungi — and do come
along to some of our events.

Irene Ridge, Chair.

Editorial

I am delighted to have been able to
reprint a recent report about the BMS
award to David and Elizabeth (Liz)
Moore for their outstanding contribu-
tion to Fungal Education & Public Out-
reach. I joined them on several
occasions at the RHS Flower Show
held at Tatton Park to help out with
their BMS Roadshow and was amazed
at the amount of material they were
able to bring along for the display stand
which always attracted a tremendous
amount of interest from members of the
public. Liz until recently was treasurer
and membership secretary of the North
West Fungus Group. Robin Dean al-
ways popular with beginners because
of his teaching skills on microscopy has
sent me an update on his guide to the
chemicals used for fungal microscopy.
Also included are several reports on
forays carried out during the year and
two very interesting articles from our
regular contributor Tony Carter.

(Continued on page 16)

Page No. 3



BMS FEO Award for outstanding contribution
to Fungal Education & Public Outreach

(Reprinted with permission from the BMS newsletter Mycologist News, 2nd
edition, 2017)

The first recipients of the British Mycological Society’s FEO award for outstand-
ing contribution to Education and Public Outreach was presented to husband and
wife team David and Elizabeth Moore. David and Elizabeth were invited to join
the FEO committee for a celebratory lunch at Charles Darwin House on 6th April
2017 where they were presented with a bespoke piece of artwork created by the
artist Marilyn Caruana, the leader of the Stitching Botanicals Group at the
National Botanic Garden of Wales.

The Society intends the award to celebrate the life and work of people who have
helped to spread their love and knowledge of fungi to audiences who may have
had little or no previous exposure to this important Kingdom of organisms.

As most of you know, David and Elizabeth Moore have worked tirelessly over the
last 30 years to promote fungi in the public arena. They were largely responsible
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for pioneering the British Mycological Society’s Roadshow in the 1990s, begin-
ning the Society’s outreach and education work beyond the realm of universities
and amateur mycological groups, and into schools and colleges, science fairs and,
particularly, the Royal Horticultural Society’s Flower Shows at Chelsea, Malvern
and Tatton Park. They’ve since continued to share their enthusiasm and knowl-
edge at events in the local area (including Jodrell Bank Discovery Centre) and
supporting ‘Roadshow-style’ UK Fungus Day events with the North-West Fun-
gus Group.

David and Elizabeth were, and remain passionate about redressing the absence of
any mention of fungi in the UK National Curriculum for schools and were
instrumental in developing the BMS website ‘Fungi 4 schools’ which still pro-
vides resources and materials for the classroom teaching of mycology. David has
also written several educational books and currently hosts the website ‘David
Moore's interactive world of fungi’ which provides valuable educational material.

The FEO committee wished to recognise
this unparalleled achievement by com-
missioning a bespoke piece of artwork
that reflected an aspect of David Moore’s
research; which dealt with the cell biolo-
gy and development of fungi, with a
focus on the ink cap Coprinopsis cinerea.
His drawings and photographs formed
the basis of the artwork piece produced
by Marilyn Caruana, leader of the Stitch-
ing Botanicals Group at the National Bo-
tanic Garden of Wales. Using a
combination of techniques, including
wax fixings, embroidery, drawing and
colouring with Coomassie Brilliant Blue
(a dye that David often used for staining
proteins for his microscopical and analyt-
ical biochemistry research), Marilyn pro-
duced an artwork piece that was not only
unique but is intensely personal to both
David and Elizabeth.

It was a privilege for me to present this award to Elizabeth and David. I spent time
with them at the BMS Roadshows in Malvern on two separate occasions, and saw
first-hand how their passion, drive and enthusiasm for fungi was translated
effectively through public engagement. Their inspiration and determination set
the foundation for what is a very successful BMS education and outreach portfo-
lio which will continue to inspire the next generation of mycologists.

Dr Ali Ashby (Chair, BMS FEO Committee)
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A MISSION TO
AINSDALE

Tony Carter

I received a request from Kew Herbar-
ium to collect some specimens of the
morels that can be found at the Ains-

dale Sand Dunes Reserve.

Photo by L. Healey

They are recorded as Morcella elata
(Black Morel), an uncommon species.
A recent European molecular study has
revealed some new species. There is a
distinct possibility that the Ainsdale
dune collections and British sand dune
collections in general, belong to a spe-
cies not previously recognised in Brit-
ain.

Having been informed by the Reserve
Manager that morels had been sighted,
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a group of us went out to the dune
slacks to get some samples.

We found about twenty fruit bodies in
an area where they have grown for
years. Usually they are very black but
this year looked much browner.

They were duly photographed, careful-
ly wrapped up and taken back to be
dried and sent to Kew.

We were also very fortunate to find
another uncommon dune lover, Gy-
romitra ancilis (Pig’s Ears). There are

_ —

only forty-seven previous records for
this species nationally. It was the sec-
ond time we had seen it in this area.

On our way back we passed a mainte-
nance area that had been dug out of a
sand bank. To our surprise we noticed
an even rarer species, Caloscypha ful-
gens (Golden Cup). This is described as
Red Data List Vulnerable with only
twenty-one national records.

North West Fungus Group - Autumn 2017



However, we recorded this in February
at Risley Moss, where we last saw it six
years ago. Then it also appeared in
great number at Mere Sands. I have
since learned of two other sites.

It a species that does not fruit regularly
and can disappear for years. One also
has to take account of it fruiting so
early in the year when few will be
looking for fungi. It is not illustrated in
any of the popular mushroom books.
When young, it could easily be mistak-
en for the very common Aleuria auran-
tia (Orange Peel Fungus), another
species that we recorded this winter. It
might not be as unusual as the records

imply.

Report on Moor Piece
foray, June 2017

Irene Ridge

Moor Piece is a great site - wet acid
woodland, deciduous (much birch) or
planted conifer or mixed. Seven of us
attended and had, as usual, a very en-
joyable foray though with rather thin
fungal pickings. The species list is go-
ing to be about 30 species (not all iden-
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tifications are in yet) but we did re-find
the ‘new-to-Britain’ stinkhorn, Phallus
duplicatus, first found by our group a
few years ago (photo below is from an
earlier find at Moor Piece).

The distinctive feature is that it has a
lacy, skirt-like veil (much like some
tropical species) but so does a variety of
the common stinkhorn (Phallus impu-
dicus). Geoffrey Kibby examined the
first find and decided, on the basis of
smaller spore size and a veil with an
even edge in which the size of ‘holes
decreased downwards, that it was P.
duplicatus. This time, Mike Hall brave-
ly took home a smelly sample of spores
from our supposed duplicates and con-
firmed the smaller spore size. The dis-
tinctive veil features were also
confirmed. So everyone was happy that
it was indeed the new species. EX-
CEPT that George Clarkson took home
a Phallus ‘egg’ -supposedly P. duplica-
tus - and hatched it. But the mature,
hatched fungus had no skirt! We are
puzzled!

We also found a classic Sphagnum fun-
gus, Lyophyllum palustre, Mycena cap-
illaries (Pink-edge bonnet cap) and
several slime moulds (none rare). And
it didn’t rain.

Photo of Phallus duplicatus (originally
identified as P. impudicus var togatus).
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Festival of Bowland
Fungal Foray, August
2017

John Watt

Only just inside Lancashire — albeit in
Vice-county 64, Mid-west Yorkshire —
Gisburn Forest had seemed a potential-
ly good place for a NWFG foray when
I visited in August 2016. Whilst this
has not as yet materialised, I did liaise
with the organiser of the Festival of
Bowland, in addition with the repre-
sentatives of the Forestry and UU last
autumn, with a view to hosting a public
Fungal Foray as part of the Festival of
Bowland.

So the event took place on Saturday

19" August and I was helped in this by
John Ratcliffe. Bookings were made
directly with myself and whilst I didn’t
turn anyone down, but for two with
illness at the last moment, there would
have been 17 people turning up; just
about the manageable limit. We were
welcomed by the Festival organiser
who seemed very pleased to be able to
include a fungal foray in the pro-
gramme. I gave a bit of a preamble
about the world of fungi and matters
about collecting etc., and the various
BMS leaflets were eagerly welcomed.

Then we set off for the morning’s ex-
ploration along the Cloud Spotting
Trail through Sitka spruce plantations
with fringing of birch and oak and
willow. There are good collecting
places along the mountain biking
routes but this is out of bounds for
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walkers! Macrofungi were about in
abundance from the start, which is al-
ways encouraging in such public for-
ays, but people were equally interested
in the range of fungi observed from
Russula  through to  Crepidotus,
Calocera and Hymenoscyphus species
on to myxomycetes.

Always difficult to anticipate the rate of
progress, the route allowed us to return
to our car near the Forest Hub for a
short lunch before we moved on to a
second car park by Stocks Reservoir
(using the same £3 parking ticket).
Here there are rather different ecologi-
cal niches including beech trees which
hosted a good 10 species within a small
area, and grassy areas where there were
a couple of waxcaps. Beyond there are
extensive birch woodlands and then
mature conifer, beech and oak.

As on such occasions we relied for the
most part on field identifications; some
very recognisable even for novices
such as Laccaria amethystina. It was
fun to encounter a branched form of
this which was afterward added to his
collecting box by one with an appetite
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for foraging as well as a genuine inter-
est in the fungi.

With other things going on there was
not time available at home to work on
more than the delightful Cortinarius
malicorius with quite a pointed umbo
in this case (see photo) and it was a
regret that the other Hebeloma, Mycena
and Lacatarius species could not be
specifically identified. Otherwise the
tally for the day would have come to
considerably more than the 50 species
which were identified and entered onto
frdbi.info.

Keswick 2018

28 September - 1 October
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Raveden
Clough/Smithills Hall
foray, July 2017

John Watt

Ten members assembled for the July
foray near Smithills Hall and Bolton
Council’s woods along the Raveden
Clough. And we welcomed in addition
a young lady who, due to the vagaries
of public transport, had just missed her
Woodland Trust volunteering group
but was happy to join our excursion as
contributing to her Duke of Edinburgh
scheme. The foray route did not over-
lap the Woodland Trust Smithills prop-
erty which lies further to the west and
north and has been surveyed by some
mycologists in the recent past.

The pleasantly located site, with many
mature beech and oak trees, dead wood,
damp areas and rivers, had been select-
ed as potentially worthwhile despite
genuine worries about the suppressive
effects of Rhododendron ponticum and
Impatiens glandulifera (Himalayan
Balsam), all too common throughout
Lancashire now.

Well, the presence of Fagus immediate-
ly caused Irene to scrutinise the beech
mast (cupules) and so the first record
was Xylaria carpophila. Two other
host-non-specific species were found
on the beech cupules; Mycena filopes
and the tiny 3.5 mm Flammulaster
subincarnatus, formerly regarded as a
variant of F. carpophila, spotted by
eagle-eyed Ali. The other Mycenae to
have been found were M. corynophora,
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M. sanguinolenta and M. acicula. Also
in this size league (Smm cap), and
growing associated with Fagus wood,
was [nocybe petiginosa, a surprise but
keyed out by Tim directly from B&K.
(see the pictures, below, showing mi-
croscopic details).
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Amongst the mycorrhizal species, Rus-
sula vesca was found twice. A single
R. amoenolens (Camembert Brittlegill)
was growing under a Tilia x europea
(Common Lime) near the old hall. The
identification texts draw attention to the
long seta-like hairs in its cap so it was
good to confirm these. It was fun for
people to watch the rust-pink reaction
from the rubbing of a ferrous sulphate
crystal and of the dramatic rapid blue
reaction on the stipe from guaiacum.

Page No. 10

Otherwise, many of the finds were of
saprotrophic or parasitic fungi and in-
deed, there were some impressive dis-
plays of Ganoderma applanatum.

Kathleen had spotted a solitary Eyelash
Cup and it was possible to key this out
to Scutellinia cejpii; not so unusual
apparently (150 records on FRCBI) but
this genus had been hard to key out
before the work of Schumacher, Jean-
nerot and Yao. At the same spot, there
were lying last year’s petioles of Frax-
inus excelsior (Ash) displaying small
ascomycete sporophytes. The foliage
and bark of the trees looked healthy but
the challenge was to search for features
differentiating the well described Hy-
menoscyphus albidus from H. frax-
ineus, only recently characterised by
Baral and Bemann in ‘Mycology’ in
2014 and which is now recognised to
be the responsible organism in Ash-
Die-Back disease. The latter has slight-
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ly larger spores but the definitive dif-
ference lies in the ascus origin; from
croziers in the case of the latter but
from simple septae in H. albidus. It was
a learning curve to look for these struc-
tures without destroying them in the
squash.

Out of the 50 species noted, there were
positive identifications in 40, and it was
felt to have been a rewarding day.

Moore Nature Reserve
foray, September 2017

Paul F. Hamlyn

I gave a brief description of the reserve
in my article last year. In the previous
four years we held the foray in October
so it was a bit earlier this year and
twelve people turned up. It had been
dry for several days and fungi were
hard to find with very little on the
heathland (sand mounds area). I did not
expect to find any Hygrocybe species
but John Taylor eventually found a
solitary Hygrocybe conica and Irene
Ridge found Hygrocybe psittacina but
that was all. Cystoderma amianthinum
which was found growing in large rings
last October was not recorded on this
occasion. We had better luck along the
old canal bed where the ground was
much damper. Species of interest in-
cluded Lepiota grangei (Green Dap-
perling).

Ken Burgess took some similar looking
Scleroderma specimens home with him
for further study and was able to posi-
tively identify both Scleroderma areo-
latum and Scleroderma verrucosum
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(see picture). He also identified
Stereum subtomentosum (Yellowing
Curtain Crust) in the field characterised
by scratching the lower spore-bearing
surface which will turn yellow at least
with fresh specimens. Unlike Stereum
hirsutum it is joined to its host by only
part of the width of the bracket (see
picture).

Tony Carter was very happy to find the
reliable Ossicaulis lignitalis (Mealy
Oyster) growing in its usual hole in the

birch tree.

In total 62 species were identified.

Stereum subtomentosum -
graphed by P. F. Hamlyn

photo-

Scleroderma areolatum (left) and
S. verrucosum (right) - photographed
by K. Burgess
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Guide to Chemicals for Fungal Microscopy
Robin Dean

Safety warning

Always be careful when using chemicals. Many of the ones we use in fungal
microscopy are rather "nasty" being Corrosive, Toxic, Caustic, Irritant or a
combination of these. Keep them away from children and pets. Wash your hands
after using chemicals or if you get any on your skin. The Stains really do stain!!

It’s a good idea to keep all the bottles on a tray to limit the effects of any spillage.
Don’t leave the tops off the bottles especially if they’re unattended. Having said
that they are not going to leap out of the bottle and attack you! Just use common
sense and good practice. Don’t leave used slides lying about. A useful thing to do
1s have an old margarine tub with some water and detergent in it. When you have
finished with your slides push the cover slips off with a probe into the tub and
drop the slides in. This dilutes the "nasties" and makes it easy to clean the slides
afterwards.

What follows is a guide to microscopical use but it is not intended to be definitive.
There are all sorts of reagents that have been used over the years.

Water - Very useful, easy to get and free! Use if you wish to know the natural
colour of your subject. The addition of a tiny quantity of detergent or, even better,
photographic wetting agent helps to "wet" the subject. Some spores can be a
nuisance in this respect by floating on the water and then escaping sideways when
you try and put a cover slip on top.

I find adding about 10% of glycerol (glycerine) aids in preventing the slide drying
up prematurely.

Congo Red - This stain comes as a powder but is normally used as a 1% solution
in water or strong ammonia.

The ammoniacal form seems best to me, as the plain water version is rather
unsatisfactory. I find this a really useful stain and tend to look at everything with
this first. If I had to pick only one stain to use this would be it. Very good for
seeing clamp connections. Sometimes it is more effective to wash out the excess
stain from around the subject to improve the contrast. This is easily done by
putting a drop of 10% ammonia on one edge of the cover slip and touching the
opposite edge with a scrap of rolled up paper towel or tissue.

The liquid is drawn towards the paper and the ammonia is pulled under the cover
slip taking the excess dye with it. Repeat as necessary until the desired result is
achieved.

(See also Ammonia)
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Melzer's solution - A well-known mycological reagent. This consists of chloral
hydrate, iodine, potassium iodide and water. Its effectiveness is based on the fact
that iodine reacts with starchy substances to produce an intense dark blue-black
colour. Often used macroscopically to determine if spores are "amyloid", i.e.
turning a blue-black colour.

The three reactions to material mounted in Melzer's solution are: -

e Amyloid or positive, as above.
e Dextrinoid, a brownish to red-brown reaction.
e Inamyloid or negative, a yellow to hyaline reaction.

Melzer's solution is very good at showing the ornamentation of Russula &
Lactarius spores. It is also useful for ascomycetes as it "blues" the tips of some
asci (J+ in the B&K book).

Be aware that Melzer's solution does not like being mixed with alkaline substanc-
es. This means that if you are working with dried material and re-hydrating with
any of the normal reagents, which are all alkaline, you could have problems. I
have successfully rinsed off rehydrated material with water.

NB Always keep Melzer's in a glass bottle and separate from other chemicals and
equipment. The iodine in it vapourises and passes into the atmosphere, even
through the bottle cap! Polythene bottles are no use.

Cotton Blue - Also called aniline blue. Used dissolved in lactic acid, glycerol and
phenol "lactophenol cotton blue". This is another generally useful stain. I find this
works well to show the structure of ascomycetes. I notice that B&K use this to
make permanent mounts.

The literature talks of spores etc., which take up this stain to a greater extent than
other structures, they are said to be "cyanophilous". I did find Pholiota flammans
recently and the cystidia took up this stain strongly, just like Phillips said they did!

Cresyl Blue - Used as an aqueous solution, approx. 1%. This, as its name
suggests, is a strong blue stain. However, certain hyphae and spores turn a reddish
violet colour with this stain instead of blue. For example the stipe hyphae of
Mpycena. This is a "metachromic" reaction.

Sulphovanillin - This is a solution of vanillin in strong sulphuric acid. The main
use is in staining the cap cystidia of certain Russula species where it produces
colours varying from black to purple-grey. The solution is sometimes made up in
advance when it turns black but still works. The formula i1s S5mg. of vanillin
crystals dissolved in 6ml. of 80% sulphuric acid. Some people make it up on the
slide by adding a tiny amount of vanillin crystals to a drop of 80% sulphuric acid
and stirring with an acid resistant tool (e.g. glass or stainless steel). A pale straw
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coloured soln. is what’s required. It is important to dissolve all the crystals
otherwise they can crack the cover slip when you press it down.

I tend to make up a small amount (5 or 6 drops) in a watch glass and use that. Use
great care when handling sulphuric acid as it is extremely corrosive! I ruined a
favourite T-shirt at a recent Russula workshop by burning several holes in it!
Never attempt to make up dilute acid from concentrated unless you are sure of
what you are doing. The dilution process can cause the acid to boil and spit!!

Dispose of unused sulphovanillin promptly, including any slides with it on. You
will find that the stained material lasts only a short while anyway, maybe only 10
minutes, as the strong acid quickly destroys it.

Carbol fuchsin - A strong stain in solution with phenol. Mostly used in determin-
ing "fuchsinophile hyphae" in some russulas. Needs to be used in conjunction
with 10% hydrochloric acid. See Rayner’s keys to the russulas, page 36, for the
method.

Clemencon’s solution - This is used to rehydrate dried material and make it
easier to cut sections. There are other reagents you can use but this is very popular
with mycologists. The formula is 80ml of 96% ethanol (or industrial methylated
spirit), 20 ml of concentrated ammonia and 1gm of glycerol. The dried material
1s soaked in this until it is sufficiently softened. It is then removed and allowed to
dry for a while when it should be "waxy" and able to be sectioned. A final soak in
10% ammonia may help to expand the section.

Acetocarmine - Used to stain the contents of the basidia in certain agarics. Such
basidia are then spoken of as being "siderophilous". The method is described in
the B&K book Vol.3 pl4. It is rather complex and not for anyone unused to
handling chemicals.

Ammonia - Apart from its inclusion in other reagents it has some specific uses,
causing colour changes to various fungi, see the books. Sometimes just the vapour
is needed. Be aware it is very pungent, like the old fashioned "smelling salts" so
keep the bottle away from your face when you open it. It helps to keep the bottle
in a cool place and to replace the top promptly as the ammonia eventually escapes
into the air.

A 10% solution. is sometimes used to rehydrate dried material or to "expand" it
after rehydration with Clemencon’s solution.

Potassium Hydroxide & Sodium Hydroxide - These are both strong alkalis and
very caustic. Usually used as a 3-5% soln. in water. Sometimes used to rehydrate
dried material and also to soften hard material, like some bracket fungi. Here
again there are some specific colour reactions with certain fungi.
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Guaiac - A saturated solution of gum guaiacum (a resin from a tropical tree) in
70% ethanol. Mainly of use macroscopically as it gives a colour reaction with
some fungi, especially russulas.

Ferrous sulphate - The famous "iron salts" which many mycologists carry as a
large crystal for use in the field. A 10% aqueous solution, which is slightly
acidified with sulphuric acid, seems to work better than the crystal even if it’s not
quite so handy. Essential for russulas! No microscopical use but I thought you
might like to know.

In Conclusion

I hope you find the above useful and that it will encourage you to try different
reagents.

The internet is useful for locating a source of chemicals. Also Brunel Microscopes
and Microscience can supply most things.

Finally, be careful with chemicals and you will find them very helpful in your
mycological work.

Useful reading
The "Swiss Books" Fungi of Switzerland by Breitenbach & Kranzlin vols. 1-3
Mushrooms and Toadstools of Britain and Europe by Geoffrey Kibby

How to Identify Mushrooms to Genus Il1: Microscopic Features Mad River Press
Inc.85

YELLOW PERIL

Tony Carter

Driving down a local dual carriageway
in Liverpool, I spied some large fungi,
under oak, on the central reservation.
So I stopped to see what they were.
They were a dozen or so large Calobo-
letus radicans (Rooting Bolete — right).

Returning home on another dual car-

I had found this species in the same
area a few years ago. Then they were
growing with Amanita franchetii
which looks like a small yellowish
Amanita rubescens (Blusher). Not this
time.
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riageway, | stopped to record thirty

more Caloboletus radicans, with
Amanita rubescens, this time under

beech.

I then continued to my local library
about a mile away where, on the grass
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verge, under beech, I found another
large group of Caloboletus radicans,
again with Amanitas.

The next day, I decided to check the
Amanitas so returned to the second
central reservation. A check of the
Amanitas proved to be both rubescens
and franchetii. Unfortunately, I arrived
at the library at the same time as the
council grass mower so that was the
end of that.

According to the books, Amanita fran-
chetii (above) grows with oak. So I
carefully checked the trees a line of
beech. No oak anywhere. But I also
found Tricholoma scalpturatum (Yel-
lowing Knight) and Russula sororia,
both beech lovers.

I then decided to check out another
central reservation, where I found my
first ever Amanita franchetii some
years ago. And there it was. And so was
another large group of Caloboletus
radicans again all with beech and not
an oak in sight.

A number of questions arise.

Is there a connection between the Bo-
lete and the Amanita? Is it more that
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coincidence? Does the Amanita grow
under beech, not oak, because of the
presence of the Bolete?

Do they have a particular fondness for
dual carriageways?

Does the colour have any influence, the
Tricholoma scalpturatum also being
associated with yellow?

Regarding my interest in roadside fun-
gi, am I more likely to be poisoned by
one or run over by a bus?

A.G.M.

Saturday 24 February 2018
10.30 a.m.
at the Risley Moss Centre.

Editorial - continued from page 3

Many thanks to all those members who
have contributed articles for this issue
and to Mike Walton for typesetting and
organising the printing and posting of
the newsletter. Articles can be submit-
ted to me by email. Pictures of fungi to
accompany articles are very welcome
preferably sent as separate attachments.
Please note that it is important to show
due diligence when including any pho-
tographs (or other material) that have
not been taken by yourself by getting
permission and including the name of
the photographer (or copyright holder)
so that due credit can be given in the
newsletter.

Paul F Hamlyn
pfhamlyn@gmail com
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